CHAIRMAN OLIVER LED HALL COUNTY COMMISSION
GRANTS IMPROPER TAX WAIVERS OF $10,884.53 TO
WILHEIT PACKAGING LLC AND Z F INDUSTRIES INC!!!

Hall County Citizens For Efficient Government recently filed an open records request and has obtained
a listing of all tax related waiver and refund requests filed with the Hall County Commissioners since
January 1,2008. This review revealed some very interesting information regarding tax waivers granted
to WILHEIT PACKAGING LLC AND Z F INDUSTRIES INC.

The above named corporate taxpayers did not file timely business tax returns (Wilheit for tax year 2008
and ZF for tax year 2009) resulting in 10% penalties applied by the tax assessors as mandated by
Georgia law OCGA 48-5-299. We have also confirmed that a total of 1,542 10% late filing penalties
were assessed to numerous other taxpayers on the 2009 Hall County tax digest. HCCFEG has obtained
through an open records request the supporting file presented to the Hall County Commission in each
waiver request filed by Z F Industries Inc and Wilheit Packaging LLC. '

You may view these detail support files at w7 o=z if you so desire and make your own conclusion
concerning the legitimacy of each request and whether or not the Hall County Commission had legal
authority to grant waivers of these late filing penalties which were mandated by Georgia Law OCGA
48-5-299. The Hall County tax reduction for Z F as a result of these waivers amounted to $ $6,863.45
with the tax waiver to Wilheit amounting to $4,021.08 in tax reduction . Total tax reductions as a result
of these improper (or possibly illegal) waivers was $10,884.53!!! It is our opinion that the Hall County
Commissioners did not have legal authority to waive these penalties for late filing as required by
Georgia Law. Hall County Commissioners do have authority per OCGA 48-5-242 to waive late
payment interest and the 10% penalty of tax due if not paid within 90 days but they do not have legal
authority to waive the 10% penalty added by the tax assessors for late filing as mandated by OCGA 48-

5-299 according to our research!

Even the Hall County tax bill has a statement advising NO ONE HAS AUTHORITY TO RELIEVE
PENALTIES SET BY LAW. It appears the Hall County Commission has granted corporate tax
relief to these corporations simply because they asked for it! When a waiver is granted it simply
means that Hall County has given up and abandoned the legal right they have to collect this penalty that
1,540 other Hall County taxpayers are paying! Why would all five of the Hall County Commissioners
do this? If all five of the Hall County commissioners believes this type waiver is proper for large
corporations ,why doesn’t Hall County advise the 1540 other taxpayers via a public announcement to
request a time to appear before the Commiissioriers and obtain a waiver for the late filing penalty the
same as these large corporations?



The Z F Industries Inc waiver request support file substantiates the tax return in question was not filed
on time which is the only issue involved. Z F admitted they had no record of the tax return even being
mailed in at all! The Wilheit Packaging LLC waiver request support file contains a statement from the
individual that prepared the tax return stating the tax return was mailed in AFTER THE MARCH 1
DEADLINE. The tax return itself was dated March 7 a full seven days after the statutory deadline
and the postage meter date was March 8,2008 on the mail in envelope. Please review each support
filein full at -+ o = Did anyone in the Commissioners office even read the information in
these support f les? How could the Commission come to a conclusion these waivers were Jjustified?

HCCFEG filed an open records request requesting Hall County to supply the specific statutory authority
that allowed the Commission to grant a waiver to these companies for the 10% late filing penalty as
mandated by OCGA 48-5-299.The response was the county did not have documents responsive to our
request in that the county considers this waiver granting a discretionary (Webster-Left to ones own
judgment) decision. Title 48 of the Georgia Code, however, does not afford the Commission the
privilege of discretionary action in the matter of giving a waiver to remove the 10% late filing penalty.

Hall County taxpayers should be contacting their respective Hall County Commissioner and asking
questions about these improper waivers and demandlng Why they were granted. HCCFEG believes any
taxpayer that reviews the support files at » og apphcable to these waivers will come to the
conclusion that there was no legal basis or authorlty for these waivers to be granted by the Hall County
Commission. It appears the Hall County Board of Tax Assessors followed the law in these two
situations and refused to remove the penalty values assessed. It is unbelievable that the Hall County
Commissioners would override the Hall County Board of Tax Assessors and grant waivers of this
magnitude when county employees are being furloughed one day a month and employee retirement plan
contributions have been suspended to cut cost. Call your Commissioner and let him know your feelings
on this matter!!!

Paul S. Barnes, President

Hall County Citizens For Efficient Government
P O Box 5322

Gainesville, Ga 30504

www.hccfeg.org


http://www.hccfeg.org

Z F INDUSTRIES INC SUPPORT FILE FOR

WAIVER OF 10% PENALTY LEVIED BY

HALL COUNTY TAX ASSESSORS.

THIS INFORMATION OBTAINED BY
HCCFEG BY FILING AN OPEN RECORDS
REQUEST WITH THE HALL COUNTY

COMMISSIONERS OFFICE
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2009 P2091308 STIHL INC 71,800 7,180
2009 P2091311 UNITE PRIVATE NETWORKS 191,400 19,140
2009 P2091314 TOWERCO ASSETS LLC GA 2100 236,100 23,610
2009 P2091316 NORTHEAST GEORGIA HEART CENTEJ 313,900 31,390
2009 P2091322 BUCKLEY KING CO LPA 9,100 910
2009 P2092014 RECOVER CARE LLC - LESSOR 25,000 2,500
2009 P2092015 ASSOCIATED PROVIDER SERVICES - 25,000 2,500
2009 P2092021N RL HAIR SALON INC 15,500 1,550
2009 P2092022 SATO LABELING SOLUTIONS 95,200 ) B 9,520
2009 P2092049N TRACTOAMERICA INC 590,900 59,090
2009 P2092061 THOMPSON MILL MEDICAL OFFICES 35,200 3,520
2009 P2092500 ATTAWAY VALESA KAY 73,000 7,300
2009 P2092504 CRAVEN JASON M 15,900 1,690
2009 P2092511 LLHR FARMS INC 322,500 32,250
2009 P2092515 NIXON ALBERT M 111,500 11,150
2009 P2092516 PRICE GARRY G 118,500 11,850
2009 P2092517 SKY HIGH INVESMENTS LLC 40,300 4,030
2009 P2092519 STURGILL BRANT 16,800 1,680
2009 P2092521 WHITMER JAMES H 20,000 2,000
2009 P2092523 COUSAR J BURTON 90,000 9,000
2009 P2092524 D B J PARTNERS LLC 44,800 4,480
2009 P2092526 PERRER MATTHEW D 48,500 4,850
2009 P2092530 TW P EQUIPMENT LEASING LLC 865,500 86,550
2009 P2092531 BALLANCE HARRY GREENE JR 17,000 1,700
2009 P2092532 AMERICAN SECURITY SERVICES INC 367,300 36,730
2009 P2092533 CRAWFORD MIKE R 12,100 1,210
2009 P2092535 WALKER CHRISTOPHER G 90,200 9,020
2009 P2100012N SPECTRUM LEASING 601,000 60,100
2009 P2100469N B&TLEELLC 283,200 28,320
N\ :
Total Record County” 1,542 | ~ |Total 10% Penalty Value: 11,026,034

N
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HALL COUNTY

AGENDA REQUEST

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

All items requiring action by the Commissioners must be presented first at a work se
should be provided for each item.

ssion. The following information

No item will be considered for a work session until the Department has received authorization on the item by the

County Administrator or Assistant Administrator.-

Department: 119/TAX ASSESSORS
Submitted By: __ g ToHARD LATHEM Date Su
ltem of Business: _ZE TNDUSTRIES

bmitted: 1 /¢ /10

| ~ THEITEMIS FOR: L , o
m Session presentation only OrR [ Commlssmn Actlon Needed.

{no action needed)

Is there a deadline on this item? If so, Explain:

Purpose of Request: _WAVIE LATE FILING PENALTY

Department Recommendation: £esd i \

if the action involves a Resolution, Ordinance, Contract, Agreement, etc. has it been reviewed
[]Yes Explain:

I:lNo

by the County Attorney?

If funding ié involved, are funds approved within the cu"rrent budget‘?_‘ If Yes, Finance Author
[1ves Explain: __ ' |

[:] No

Amount: _

Source of Funds:

ization is Required Below.

Administration Staff Authorization -

Finance Dept. Authorization: s i //\\' Budgeted Amount:

Authorized for Work Session: U/é // ﬂ-uZz‘*(// - v Y4 Work Session

Comments:

Date:
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
SUBJECT:
DATE: 1/6/10 , () RECOMMENDATION
| ( ) POLICY DISCUSSION
BUDGET INFORMATION: ' ( j STATUS REPORT
ANNUAL- ( ) OTHER
CAPITAL-

COMMISSION ACTION REQUESTED ON: ZF INDUSTRIES

PURPOSE: WAVIER ON 10% PENALTY FOR FILING LATE

HISTORY:

UNDERSTOOD IN%GOO YALIHMAPPLICATION

FACTS AND ISSUES: HAD BEEN FILED. " UGH COMMUNICATIO
" COMMUNICATION NEVER STATED THE TAX RE

HAD NOT BEEN RECEIVED.

FOR THE FREEPIRT EXPEMPTION
N BETWEEN HALL CO
TURN & FREEPORT EXEMPTION

OPTIONS:

RECOMMENDED SAMPLE MOTION:

DEPARTLY :
Prepargd by: ;

Director
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LAW OFFICES

WHELCHEL, DUNLAP, JARRARD & WALKER,

WILUAM A. BAGWELL
WiLLiaM L. ROGERS, JR.
JOHN A. GRAM

EDGAR B. DuNwap, 1l
THomas M. CaLe
CHRISTOPHER J. WALKER, HI
MADELINE S. WIRT

J. KEVIN THARPE

Lucy KIMBROUGH HENRY
EnILY C. BAGWELL
BETHANY SAULS MAGNUS
CARA R. MITCHELL

RyaN M. Reio

405 WaASHINGTON STREET, N.E.
P.O. BoxX One
GAINESVILLE, GEORGIA 30503

December 30, 2009

JENMIFER C. COUCH
CARLA J. WALKER
DaAvVID H. DICKERSON
JAMES M. WRIGHT

LLP

SUCCESSOR TO

WHELCHEL & DUNLAP, LLP
CAREY, JARRARD & WALKER, LLP

WILLIAM P. WHELCHEL (1895-1975)
JAMES A. DUNLAP (1920-2005)
R, THOMAS JARRARD (1943 - 2007)

TELEPHONE (770)535-4001
Fax (770) 532-7361
WWW.WDIWLAW.COM

VIA ELECTRONIC MAIL

Mr. William H. Blalock, Jr.
Stewart, Melvin & Frost, LLP
200 Main Street, Suite 600
Gainesville, GA 30503-3280

" Re:  ZF Appeal of Penalties and Interest

Dear Bill:

Pursuant to your voice mail earlier today, I am attaching to this e-mail another copy of
my October 30, 2009 letter brief, in which I cite the basis for removing or waiving the penalties

and interest assigned to ZF. As this letter brief discusses, it is ZF’s contention
and interest were assessed in error and that their appeal of the penalties and inte
granted.

In addition, O.C.G.A. §48-5-242 allows waiver of penalties and interes
circumstances. ’

I trust this will provide the information you need to support ZF’s appeal
the penalties and interest be removed or waived.

Please let me know if I can provide anything further.

Sincerely,

that the penalties
rest shall be

in certain

or request that

WHELCHEL, DUNLAP, JARRARD &

WAIKER, LIP

-

TS gy

Emily C. Bagwell
ECB/liw
Attachment .
¢. Elizabeth Umberson

PAECB\Letters\Blalack, Bill 12-30-09.doc
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Law OFFICES

WHELCHEL, DUNLAP, JARRARD & WALKER,

405 WASHINGTON STREET, N.E.
P.0. Box OnE
GAINESVILLE, GEORGIA 30503

WILLIAM A, BAGWELL
WiLtiam L. ROGERS, JR,
JOHN A, GRAM

EDGAR B. DUNLAR, (I
THOMAS M, COLE
CHRISTOPHER J. WALKER, Il
MADELINE S, WIRT

J. KaVIN THARPE

LucY KIMBROUGH HENRY
EniLy C. BAGWELL
BETHANY SAULS MAGNUS
CARA R, MITCHELL

RyanN M. Rein

JENNIFER C. COucH
CARLA J. WALKER
Davip H. DICKERSON

October 30, 2009

LLP

SUCCESSOR TO

WHELCHEL & DUNLAP, LLP
CAREY, JARRARD & WALKER, LLP

WILLIAM P, WHELCHEL {1805-1975)
JAMES A, DUNLAP (1920-2005)
R. THOMAS JARRARD (1943 - 2007)

TELEPHONE (770)535-4001
FAX (770) 532-7361
WWW WOJWLAW.COM

VIA HAND DELIVERY

Mr, William H. Blalock, Jr.
Stewart, Melvin & Frost, LLP
200 Main Street, Suite 600
Gainesville, GA 30503-3280

Dear Bill:

Pursuant to our conversation last week, I am communicating to you in %

rriting the legal

basis ZF Industries, Inc. has for its assessment appeal. As you know, ZF Industries appealed to

the Board of Assessors the valuation dated September 2, 2009, a copy of whzch
ZF’s appeal letter, dated October 1, 2009, also is enclosed

is enclosed.

ZF Iudustncs received notice of a valuation in Apnl 2009, a copy of which is enclosed,
which established an inventory value of $23 ,896,656 and an equipment valuation of

$10,363,830. As ZF Industries inl good fail
Freeport exemptlon apphcatmn had been t

without the Freeport ex_emption, to W

ought that its personal p opétty return and

ZF Industries was not concerned with the
it the notice included the entire valuation,
ed, which it assumed would be recognized

later. Furthermore, the April 30, 2009 letter, a copy of which is enclosed, requesting additional

information was identical or similar to ones received in previous years, when the Freeport
apphcatxon and related returng unquestionably Were filed timelys Accordingly, ~

at}he valuation process was proceeding in the usual course of busi

A Was

R

I11€S8.

1t was not untﬂ a conversation in early August, 2009, between Richard Lathem with the

Tax Assessors’ Office and Jim Merriman with the ZF plant in Gainesville, that

ZF learned for

the first time that its Freeport exemption and tax return had not been received by the Tax

Assessors’ Office.

}As a starting point, I would like to clearly establish that ZF is'entitledt to

valgatlén Snﬁsequent to his conversation with Mr. Merriman, Mr. Lathem refi
inventory and equipment valuations. A copy of Mr. Lathem’s notes, which he

PP
cured the

furnished to ZF,

are enclosed. As these notes clearly reflect, Mr. Lathem adjusted both the equipment and
inventory values as part of the late August/early September adjustments. He then included the

combined changes on w:e September 2009 valuation notice. As there was a ch

ge in the

valuation methodology, namely offsetting the two values against each other, ZF clearly had a

right to appeal and challenge these values. Essentially, the Tax Assessors’ Offi

ce has attempted

to complete two different valuations on the same property. 0.C.G.A. §48-5-306 requires notice

of changes in a taxpayer’s return in value. In addition, Rogers v. DeKalb Coun

tv Board of Tax




 Vigincluded in the 2009 rehitn; Since, under O.C. .G.A. §48-5-20, ZF is deemed automahcally to

WHELCHEL, DUNLAP, JARRARD & WALKER, LLP

Mr. William H. Blalock, Jr.
October 30, 2009
Page?2

Assessors, 247 Ga. 726 (1981), describes that while no particular method of valuation is
required, valuations must be fair. Because the September notice included changes to both the
equipment and the inventory, even though this is not reflected on the face of the notice, ZF is
entitled to appeal both categories of values. In addition, ZF’s appeal letter cleatly outlines that it
is appealing both categories of values, ‘ |

1. There should be no nena.ltv."

© Under 0.C.G.A. §48-5-20(a)(1), a taxpayer who has returned or paid tames in a county for
the preceding year and “who fails fo return his property for taxation for the curr‘ent tax year as
required by this chapter, shall be deemed to have returned for taxation the same property as was
returned or deemed to have been returned in the preceding tax year at the same lvaluatlon as the
property was finally determined to have been subject to taxation the preceding year.” Pursuant
to this subsection, ZF Industries is deemed to have automatically returned its property. A copy
of the 2008 return, to gether with the schedule and reconciliation worksheets which accompanied
the refurn, will be prov1ded via separate cover. The returi covers all of the pmperty w}nchvalsogi/ b

>

“have filed this same property for return in 2009, it is not subject to a penalty.

0.C.G.A. §48-5-20(b) provides that any penalty shall “apply only t0 the property’

RO [W]hmh the taxpayerddld not remmpnor to-the gxplratxon ‘of the time.

~ Lok o P

Lge ‘ avl

ﬁ H

2) Lw]mch the taxpayer hasﬁcqmreds 1¢e his 1ast tax return or w%ch represents A Fﬁ %
z

nnprovemcnts on exxstmg property since ‘his t return.” | hL ~
. i -

Several Georgia cases, including Cobb County Board of Tax Assessors v. Morrison 249 Ga.
App. 691 (2001); Fulton County Board of Tax Assessors v. Butner, 258 Ga. App 68 (2002); and
Simmons v. Board of Tax Assessors of Eﬁngtham County, 268 Ga. App. 411 (2004) also
support this proposition.

2. To the extent the application was not received by the Hall County Tax Office, there is

"~ a genuine mistake of fact and it should be deemed filed. '

As stated to the Board of Tax Assessors at the hearing, ZF Industries, 1%500(1 faith,
tiniderstood that the application for the Freeport exemption had been filed. Although there was
communication between the Hall County Tax Office and ZF subsequent to the initial filing
deadline of March 1 2009 the communication never stated or suggested that the tax return and
Freeport exemptiotl ceived."In fact, an April 30, 2009 letter from the Board of
Tax Assessors, a copy of which'is enclosed; suggested just the opposite. As you will note, the

letter states that the Hall County Board of Tax Assessors is currently “rewewm‘g TY2009 ad
. | |




WHELCHEL, DUNLAP, JARRARD & WALKER, LLP

Mr. William H. Blalock, Jr.
October 30, 2009
Page 3

valorem tax returns.” The letter also refers to a review of ZF’s “current Hall County assessment
reoords” and sought add1t10nal information. The letter does not either state or suggest that the

"As you may know, ZF Industries, Inc., was the subject of an audit by Ha
2006, which reviewed the personal property returns for 2003, 2004 and 2005. Z
clean audit letter, a copy of which is attached. The Tax Assessors’ Office was ¢
with ZF and its history of keeping timely and accurate records. As the Board of

1l County in-
F recetved a
learly familiar

Tax Assessors

heard during the current appeal process, if ZF Industries had”’ been told in
letter that its tax return or Freeport exemption apphcatlon ha not ge recel

3, The Board of Tax Assessors may choose to extend the filing deadline under

O.C.G.A. §48-5-300.1(d).

0.C.G.A. §48-5-300.1(d) provides that “[w]here, before the expiration of the time
prescribed in this Code section for the assessment of any tax imposed by this chapter with
respect to personal property, both the board of tax assessors and the person subject to assessment

have consented in writing to its assessment after such time, the tax may be asses

sed at anytime

prior to the expiration of the agreed upon period. The period so agreed upon may be extended by
subsequent agresments in writing made before the expiration of the previously agreed upon
period. The board of assessors is authorized in any such agreement to extend sumlaﬂy the

period within which a claim for refund may be filed” -

We respectfully request that the Board of Tax Assessors consent in writing to an
extension of the time for assessment. By such an extension of time, this also would provide ZF
Industries’ Freeport exemption application and tax return to be deemed to have been filed within

the appropriate time period.

I appreciate your considération of ZF’s position on these issues, and I will be glad to

answer any questions you may have.’
Sincerely, -

WHELCHEL, DUNLAP, JARRARD & -

 WALKER, LLP

Emily C. Bagwell

ECB/liw

Enclosures
PAECB\Letters\Blalock Bill 10-29-09 doc
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To Whem It May Concern:

Gommercial Vehicle and Spect

Drivéline Technology

ZF Industries, Inc. - 1261 Palmour Drive SW Dapt. Executive
Gainesville, GA 30501 - USA Erom Elizabeth Umbersan:
Hall Gounty Board of Tax Assessors Phane 678-989-5673
Personal Property Department Fax 678-989-5105
3_00 Hem’y Ward Way, Suite 203 E-mail elizabeth.umberson@zf.com
P.O. Box 1780 Your Ref,
Gainesville, GA 30503 Qur Ref.
Date Qct. 1, 2008

Please accept this letter as an appeal of the 2009 assessment for ZF Industries, Inc’s (*ZF's”)
personal property in accordance with the attached Property Valuation and Assessment
Notice which was mailed on September 2, 2009. We hereby respectfully request a hearing

01.

date be scheduled to review the 2009 assessment for personal property Account #0881610-

Tt is our opinion that the Current Value and Assessed Value are Dverstateﬁ for this account.

In support of our position, we offer the following information:

1. Our main contention in this appeal is the disallowance of the Freeport Exemption by

the County. In April 2009 (after the deadline for filing the 2009 personal property
statement), Mr. Lathem requested supplemental information| in regards to the
Inventory Freeport Exemption from Mr. Jim Merriman, Controller for ZF Gainesville.
The lstter requesting additional information stated that the Boa‘r’d of Tax Assessors
was reviewing the ad valorem tax.retu observed that a ditional information
was required. It was ou upon this letter, that the County had
received our tax return and was requesting additional information in order to set the
assessment at the proper level. The fact that the county had not received the Personal
Property Return and Application for Freeport Exemption was not disclosed in this
letter: in fact it implied the opposite. (see attached Notice of Offic?al Review)

. ZF provided Mr. Lathem the information requested regarding the Inventory Freeport

Exemption. In addition, Mr. Merriman provided Mr. Lathem with information related
to plant machinery and equipment originally purchased in 2003, which was exempt

ZF Industries, Inc.
1261 Palmour Drive SW

President: Elizabeth Umberson ] Gainesville, GA 30501
www.zf.com Phone 1-770-531-2500




Page 2/3 - Date Ocl. 1, 2009

from property tax for a 5 year period which ended in 2008. Based on the
information provided, Mr. Lathem adjusted the property tax Cuwrrent Value and

Assessed Value for Account 088160-01 for the machinery and equipment on

September 9, 2009, but did not adjust the Inventory valuation. The assessment notice
mailed by the department on 9/2/2009 shows no adjustment to the Fair Market Value
or the Assessed Value of the Industrial Inventory portion of our account. (See attached
Property Valuation and Assessment Notice dated 9/2/2008).

3. ZF provided Mr. Lathem all information necessary to address the Inventory Freeport
Exemption and Mz, Lathem’s work papers show am adjustment to the value of the
inventory. This change in the valuation of the inventory was not reflected on the
assessment notice mailed on 9/2/2009. (See attached Mr. La?:hem 8 supporting work

papers.)

4. At no time during these discussions and requests for suppornng information did Mr.

Lathem inférm ZF that 1 had fiot filed andctoal fefrn. ZF was not informed of fhis
issue until August 2008, in a phone call between M. Lathem and Mr. Merriman.
Afte”"ZF\was*nf med WE ‘determined: 1iay {ﬁe”reﬂxnwwa&pre§ar5d butwe havg

The local assessor has clearly established an internal policy anél procedure to request
supplemental information from ZF Industries, Inc. in order to develop the Fair Market Value
and Assessed Value of our property. This additional supporting documentation has always

been timely provided to Mr. Lathem. It has been the custom of Mr. Lathem to chscuqs these

submissions directly with Mr. Merriman.

Therefore, we hereby request a review of the entire valuation of the Industrial Tnventory of
Z¥ Industries, Inc, including the portion that would qualify for exemption as Freeport

Inventory. We contend that the value of our taxable inventory should be $2,405,853 af 160%)

Fair Market Value and 962,341 at 40% Fair Market Value.
|

Valuation information supportmg a reduction in the assessed value| w111 be promded to the

) County Appraisal Staff.

We thank you for your consideration in this matter.

i
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FORM 17 - GHIA

Member
,,,,, - . N~ NS i g R T Georgla Association

BOARD OF TAX ASSESSORS Assessing Officizls

Vi . LA -,'."", - % 7N -

- HALL, COUNTY GA International Assoclatian

Asgessing Officers

PERSONAL PROPERTYDEPARTMENT POST OFFICE BOX 1780
, A (Al BB GAINESVILLE, GEORGIA 30503
Phanes (770)531-6749 OFFICIAL REVIEW FAK: (770)531-6754

Date of Notice:

0831610 . ' 04/30/2009 .
Z FINQUSTRIES INC

1261 PALMOUR DR 8w

GAINESVILLE GA 30501

Thie Hall County Board of Tax Assessors is cukgenﬁy 're\ziewin'g TY 2009 ad valorem taxretu

] €in regard to business
personal property assessmerits. 1 e

In reviewing your curent Hall County a s,ﬁ was observed the following is needed:

Capy of specific docurnentation from your bocks of accounting which substantiates booked cost for inventery &t your

inesville, GA /Hall County location as of December 31,2008. {f your General Ledger Trial Balance is not-detailed by

cation, then documentation should be a copy of an actual inventory record]s) taken: directly from your-bgaks of aceounting
h reflects: booked inveritary cost.at saig stareffacility as. of Decernber 31, 2008, or you may substitute Schiedule L, pages

& 98 Brasfiled with your 2008 Federsl income Taxk Return if for oaelécation only. K | ;

Sopif of curent booked depreciatian sehedule for same store/facility that reflects item description, date purchase and
THis-dochrnentation should b8 irthe fomt of - detailed dépreciation schiedule taken directly from your baoks of

#seountinig. You should also submit an itemized fisting if sald depreciation scheduls does not iternize machinery and
*enuipment ownied as of December 31, 2006 and used as 179 deduction on your Federal Tax Retum,

'j’he%efo re, In order to determine your correct property tax ﬁa_bility, pleass co.nsid:ér this correspondence an official request that

the above mentioned documentation and/or information be submitted witrin 18 days. so fhat our review can bé commence
and completed in a prompt manner. _

©.C.GA. 48-5-300 provides the tax assessors authority to require production of documents, by subpoena if necéssary, which
contain verification needed fo determine proper agsessments. : :

Trranking.you in-advangs for your cooperation in this matter.
fall County Board:of Tax Assessors,

Earsoiial Propeity Deparfiment

705316750

770-631-6748

poks
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MEMBER
Georgla Associaticn

BOARD OF TAX ASSES SO RS | Assessing Officials
HALL COUNTY, GEORGIA O pssassing oty

PERSONAL PROPERTY DEPARTMENT . POST QFFICE BOX 1780
) GAINESVILLE, GEORGIA 30503

7T0/531-6749
November 1 6, 2006

Mr. Greg Urbanick

ZF Industries, Inc.

1261 Palmour Drive SW
Gainesville, GA 30501

Dear Mr. Urba:ﬁck:

‘We have concluded the audit of the Hall County Business Personal Property Tax Return
review for ZF Industries, Inc (Account #0881610).

 The andit has determined that the Personal Property Remms for the years 2005, 2004 and
2003 requzred no adjustments.

If you have any questions or comments regarding the andit, please contact either Mendola &
Associates, LLC at (770) 631- 3911 or myself.

Y
L) . .
il Thank you again for your time and cooperation during the audit.
Sincerﬂy,
S \ ‘.. A 0
(‘i‘TWH) [~ Y 5/\/' ? M
Lyman Martin -

Chief Appraiser — Personal Property
Hall County Board of Tax Assessors.

MO3SNC,doc



009 Property Tax Statement

. . BillNe. Due Dat TOTAL DU
eith Echols . S e . : :

all County Tax Commissioner ) 2009-111989 12/01/2009 95,29040
0. Box 1579 / Map: P0881610

ainesville, GA 30503

ww.hallcounty.org Location:

Payments By Mastercard, Discover and Visa Accepted.

1AKE CHECK PAYABLE TO: Hall County Tax Commissioner ! e €
Please fill out information below and return by mail or fax.

Amount $ Expiration Daie:

Credit Card#:
‘ . Card Holder Printed Name:
~ ZF Industries Inc - Card Holder Signature:
1261 Palmour Dr
Gainesville, GA 30501-6860 Phone Number;

w*Note: All credit card payments will be charged a convenience
fee of 2.59%. Payments can be made oniine at

www. hallcounty.org.

**Note: All returned checks will be turned over to Tiger Tranz, a
check recovery service, and wil be charged a NSF fee of
$30.00 plus additional charges. |

] NT
! be added if not paid by due date)

Tax Payer: Z F INDUSTRIES INC
Map Code: P0881610 PERSONAL
Description: INV AND/OR FURN/FIX/MACH/EQUIP
Location: ‘ ‘
Bill No: 2009-111989
District; 004 GAINESVILLE :

{eith Echols
{all County Tax Commissioner
>.0. Box 1579

sainesville, GA 30503
www.hatlcounty.org

hone: (770) 531-6950 Fax: (770) 297-2311

Dale .
| Millage
resenting 67% of your tax bill.

Levied by the Board of Education rep

30ARD OF EDUCATION-SCHOOL TAX

CHOOL | I | | | I | |
SOUNTY GENERAL TAX Levied by the County Board of Commissioners representing 26% of your tax bill.
JROSS COUNTY 34,260,486.00 13,704,194.00 0.00 13,704,194.00 9.2300] 126,489.71 0.00 85,651.21
SALES TAX CREDIT 34,260,486.00 13,704,194.00 0.00 13,704,194.00 -2.98004 0.00 -40,838.50 0.00
SOUNTY FIRE TAX Levied by the County Board of Commissioners representing 6% of your tax bill.
YROSS UNINC FIRE
INSURANCE PREMIUM CREDIT
3ROSS INC FIRE
STATE TAX Levied by the State of Georgia representing 1% of your tax biil.
'TATE [ 34.260,486.00]  13,704,194.00] 000] 13,704,194.00]  0.2500f 3,426.05] 0.00]  3,426.05
JTHER CHARGES ,
LATE OR NON-FILLING PENALTY # 34,260,486.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.0000} 6,213.14 0.00 | 6,213:14 "7
'OLID WASTE ) T
'TREET LIGHTS
"TORM WATER MGMT

% COIO/ o% O!’fg;‘/ml ﬂ)( ﬂ///

- . . Current Due 95.290.4(
Payments by mail is encouraged. However, you may pay taxes at the following 3 locations: Ponalty 0.0
1. North Hall Tag Office, Quillian Corner ) Toteorest 0'0(
2. South Hall Tag Office, College Square Shopping Center Oher Tocs 0'0(

3. Main Office, Downtown Gainesville, Administration Building Provions b, n -
All offices are open M-F, 8:00-4:30, except for North Hall which closes from 12:30-1:30. fe‘g“; T“‘yme“ 5 0.0C
There are payment drop boxes located at all locations. ack laxes : 0.0¢
TOTAL DUE 05.290.4(


http://www.hallcountv.org.

2@69 Property Tax Statement

Keith Echols

Hall County Tax Commissioner

P.O. Box 1579

Gainesville, GA 30503
www.hallcounty.org/depts/taxcomm/

MAKE CHECK GR MONEY ORDER PAYABLE TO:
Hall County Tax Commissioner

Z F INDUSTRIES INC
1261 PALMOUR DR SW
GAINESVILLE, GA 30501

Keith Echols

Hall County Tax Commissioner
P.O. Box 1579

Gainesville, GA 30503
www.hallcounty.org/depts/taxcomm/

2009-80001 30 |

.00

Map : P0881610N
Last payment made on: 12/09/2009
Location:

Printed: 02/18/2010

Please fill out information below and retu
Amount: $

Lredit Card #:

Expiration Date:

Payments By Mastercard, Visa, and Discover Accepted.

n by mail or fax.

.

N

Card Holder Printed Name:

Card Holder Signature;

l

Phone Number:

Note: All credit card payments will be chafged a fee of 2.59%.

MLETEATIEN

Location:

Tax Payer: ZF INDU$TR!ES INC
Map Code: P0881610N
Description: UNREPORTED MACH & EQUIP

Bill No: 2009-8000130
District: 004 GAINESVILLE

PERSONAL

LATE OR NON FILING PENALTY

APPEALED

/_(//0'@-_ The amoont of /47%
Waive d on HIS accoont

(See a#ad/eol)

Lns

STATE _7,744,579.00 ,097,832.00 3.097,832.00 ‘ 774.46
GROSS COUNTY 7,744,579.00]  3,097,832.00 3,097,832.00f 9.23d  28,592.99
SALES TAX CREDIT 3,097,832.00] -2.980 -9,231.54
7,744,579.00 0.00 0.00 .00 .00

or lon _ﬂ/,‘/gy /e//a/ﬁ/ |
2 5/6.37

Payment by mail is encouraged. However,
1. North Hall Tag Office, Quillian Corner

2. South Hall Tag Office, College Square Shopping Center
3. Main Office, Downtown Gainesville, Administration Building
All offices are open M - F, 8:00 - 4:30, except for North Hall which closes from 12:30 - 1:30.

There are payment drop boxes located at all locations.

you may pay taxes at the following 3 locations: Current Due 20,135.91
Penalty 0.00

Interest 0.00

Other Fees 0.00

Previous Payments 20,135.91

Back taxes 0.00

Printed: 02/18/2010


http://www.hallcounty.org!depts!taxcomm!
http://www.hallcounty.org/depts/taxcomm/

cHivities Reports - Tools. Window: Help

B 6 » o4 B S B @
SAVE RETRIEVE - REFRESH. AUDITS ADJUST,  REVERSE . PrintScréen’ - HELP -7 CLOSEWIN EXIT

31200 REG:(23

' TRANS. NO: |

TRANS RANGE: 1

st - 300 CHECK NO -

TRANSACTIONS . DETAILS |

|

G000150 MAP: POSBTSION.

¥

TYPE/DATE: ADIUSTHENT 7z

PAYHENT BILL: - 800
TRANS. _RANGE

 OWNER

INPUT: o
. UPDATED:
: HEcuana

DUE: ;03/23/20103 DATE" 28
AMDUNT:

728720100 12

© PRINCIPAL:

PENALTY: -

I BED:
FIFAz T
CCOLLECT:: .

TITLE:

anMENTs

|ACCOUNT NO: |

NAME: ZFIDUSTRESIE

WAIL:
ADMIN: =

Tolal

- TRANS. AM;I;‘ :
OVER/SHORT:

: UNP:&ID AWT TRAHS AMT

INTEREST:

.,‘LQ'}C o/ /Von F//y

H

' )L amgu//’}/ a:z/ecz

ADVERTISE: :

CASH: -

_EAYHENT: cone

o ,IZHECK' :

BEFUND DATE: -{0/00/5000

.CHARGE:/ % e

REFUND CHECK]

'CHANGE:

OVERPAY:

ADJ. DATE:

7200 0

REFUND:

ADJ, DOC. ND:

“U% BALANCE: = -

ser scmartin:

i Scan Made; ON. .

Database; HALL TAX.




2002 croperty Tax Statement

Keith Echols

Hall County Tax Commissioner
P.0O. Box 1579

Gainesville, GA 30503
www.hallcounty.org/depts/taxcomm/

MAKE CHECK OR MONEY ORDER PAYABLE TO:
Hall County Tax Commissioner

ZF INDUSTRIES INC
1261 PALMOUR DR sw
GAINESVILLE, GA 30501

RETURN
(1% interest per month will be added if not paid by due date)

Keith Echols

Hall County Tax Commissioner
P.O. Box 1579

Gainesville, GA 30503
www.hallcounty.org/depts/taxcomm/

L 2002-88673

Map : P0881610
Last payment made on: 11/27/2002
Location: 1261 PALMOUR DR sw

Eyments By Mastercard, Visa, and Discover Accepted.
Please fill out information below and return by mail or fax.

—

Amount: $ Expiration Date:

Credit Card #:

Card Holder Printed Name:

Card Holder Signature:

Phone Number:
Note: All credit card payments will be charged a fee of 2.59%.

LT

Tax Payer: Z F INDUSTRIES INC
Map Code: P0881610

Location: 1261 PALMOUR
Bill No: 2002-88673
District: 004 GAINESVILLE

DR SW

Printed: 02/18/2010

PERSONAL
Description: INVENTORY/ MACHINERY & EQUIPME

32,763,383.00] 13,105,353.00 _1,382,700.00] 11,722,653.00] 250  2.930 60 2,930.66
GROSS COUNTY 32,763,383.00] 13.105,353.00 1,362,700.00] 11,722.653.00] 11.480 134.576.08) 83,582.52
SALES TAX CREDIT 11,722,653.00]_-4.160 | -48,766.24
__GVL TAX EQUITY ROLLBACK__ 11,722,653.00] _-.190 -2,227.30 4
LATE OR NON FILING PENALTY | 32.763,383.00 0.00] .00 3,485.52 348559

ASst_seo] (f)u—y /lot m;nJ.

Payment by mail is encouraged. However, you may pay taxes at the following 3 locations: Current Due 89,998.70

1. North Hall Tag Office, Quillian Corner .

2. South Hall Tag Office, College Square Shopping Center Penaity 0.0Q

3. Main Office, Downtown Gainesville, Administration Building Interest 0.00

Alt offices are open M - F, 8:00 - 4:30, except for North Hall which closes from 12:30 - 1:30. Other Fees 0.00

There are payment drop boxes located at all locations. Previous Payments 89,998.70)
Back taxes

o

DUE

PYrimtmard: NN/A 0N AN


http://www.hallcounty.org/depts/taxcomm/
http://www.hallcounty.org/depts/taxcomm/

2{30”1 Property Tax Statement

Keith Echols 2001-89116
Hall County Tax Commissioner Map : P0881610
p-Q- Box 1579 Last payment made on: 12/28/2001 Printed: 02/18/2010

Gainesville, GA 30503

www.hallcounty.org/depts/taxcomm/ Location: 1261 PALMOUR DR SW

Payments By Mastercard, Visa, and Discover Accepted.

MAKE CHECK OR MONEY ORDER PAYABLE TO: Please fill out information below and return by mait or fax.
Hall County Tax Commissioner Amount: $ Expiration Date:
Credit Card #:

Card Holder Printed Name:

Card Holder Signature:

Z F INDUSTRIES INC
1261 PALMOUR DR SW Phone Number:
GAINESVILLE, GA 30501 Note: All credit card payments will be charged a fee of 2.59%.

(1 % interest per month will be added if not paid by due date)

B e
Keith Echols Tax Payer: Z F INDUSTRIES INC

Hall County Tax Commissioner Map Code: P0881610 PERSONAL

P.O. Box 1579

Description: INVENTORY
Location: 1261 PALMOUR DR SW
Bill No: 2001-89116
District: 004 GAINESVILLE

Gainesville, GA 30503
www.hallcounty.org/depts/taxcomm/

5 X
STATE 32,570,900.00] 13,028,360.00 1,939,288.00] 11,089,072.00] 2500 2,772.21 2,772.27
GROSS COUNTY 32,570,900.00 13,028,360.00 1.939,288.00] 11,089,072.00] 11.950 132,514.41 81,726.46
SALES TAX CREDIT - 11,089,072.00] -4.470 -49,568.15
GVL TAX EQUITY ROLLBACK . 11,089,072.00]  -.11Q -1,219.80 ,
LATE OR NON FILING PENALTY 7 | 32,570,900.00 0.00 0.00] .00 _ 2,455.35 245535
TOTAL 74203 86,954 08

Aesessed  bot ot rived.

Payment by malil is encouraged. However, you may pay taxes at the following 3 locations: Current Due 86,954.08
1. North Hall Tag Office, Quillian Corner )

2. South Hall Tag Office, College Square Shopping Center Penaity 0.00

3. Main Office, Downtown Gainesville, Administration Building Interest 0.00

All offices are open M - F, 8:00 - 4:30, except for North Hall which closes from 12:30 - 1:30. Other Fees 0.00
There are payment drop boxes located at all locations. Previous Payments 86,954.08
Back taxes 0.00

OTAL DU 00

Printed: 02/18/2010


http://www.hallcounty.org/depts/taxcomm/

2000 Property Tax Statement

Keith Echols

 2000-79264

Hall County Tax Commissioner Map: P0881610
PO BO).( 1579 Last payment made on: 11/30/2000 Printed: 02/18/2010
Gainesville, GA 30503 o
Location:
www.hallcounty.org/depts/taxcomm/
Payments By Mastercard, Visa, and Discover Accepted.
MAKE CHECK OR MONEY ORDER PAYABLE TO: Please fill out information below and return by mail or fax.
Hall County Tax Commissioner Amount: $ Expiration Date:

Credit Card #:

Card Holder Printed Name:

Card Holder Signature:

Z F INDUSTRIES INC
1261 PALMOUR DR SW Phone Number:
GAINESVILLE, GA 30501 Note: All credit card payments will be charged a fee of 2.59%.

LT

(1% interest per month will be added if not paid by due date)

e
Keith Echols Tax Payer: Z F INDUSTRIES INC
Hall County Tax Commissioner Map Code: P0881610 PERSONAL
P.0. Box 1579 P ARLT-
Gainesvile. GA 30503 Descnpt:_on. IND INV:ADJ:CORR VALUE
Location:

. ty. t /
www.hallcounty.org/depts/taxcomm Bill No: 2000-79264

District: 004 GAINESVILLE

MV S5 Tax X
7

STATE ,737,381.00] 11,094,952.00 2,773.74 2,773.74
(GROSS COUNTY 27,737,381.00] 11,094,952.00 11,094,952.00{ 11.26d  124,929.14 76,998.96
SALES TAX CREDIT ‘ 11,094,952.00] -4.260 -47,264.50
. GVL TAX EQUITY ROLLBACK .. 11,094,952.00] -.060 -665.70 -
LATE OR NON FILING PENALTY 27,737,381.00] 11,094,952.00 11,094,952.00 3,436.07 L ©8,436.07) .

TAL:

/}sjessacl .EmL Slot u)&(Vc c(

Payment by mail is encouraged. However, you may pay taxes at the following 3 locations: Current Due 83,208.77
1. North Hall Tag Office, Quillian Corner ]

2. South Hall Tag Office, College Square Shopping Center Penalty 0.00

3. Main Office, Downtown Gainesville, Administration Building Interest 0.00]

All offices are open M - F, 8:00 - 4:30, except for North Hall which closes from 12:30 - 1:30. Other Fees 0.00
There are payment drop boxes located at all locations. Previous Payments 83,208.77|
___ Backtaxes_ 0.00

Printed: 02/18/2010


http://www.hallcounty.org/depts/taxcomm/
http://www.hal/county.org/depts/taxcomm/

Harr County GOVERNMENT
BoARD OF COMMISSIONERS

g, Blzabe

Civision Pr

FF Tealustries, Tne.
1241 Pulmionr Dirlve 5%
Cramnesville, GA 303061

Tomg Crovem
LHamseed

L]

Brmee Baney Dorword

RE: 7ZF Indusiries’ Appeal of Penalties and Inferest

Drear Ma, Unbarsom

advized that in s mestﬁ*zg of January 14, 2010, the Hall *i“wn*‘v
of Commissioners voted to approve the request of ZF Industries’ o
-y 10%% Tate filing penalty.

Pigase contact wme or the Tax Commissioners’ Office {7 7
; Bemumreg Adsstant

¢ any questions or if any additional information is nece

Sincersly

Heather Benngt

Commission Clerk

ce: Keith Echols, Tax Comm Hasioner
Rivhard Lathem, Tax Assessor’s Office
Michaela Thompson, Finance Director




WILHEIT PACKAGING LLC SUPPORT
FILE FOR WAIVER OF 10% PENALTY
LEVIED BY HALL COUNTY TAX BOARD.
THIS INFORMATION OBTAINED BY
HCCFEG BY FILING AN OPEN RECORDS

REQUEST WITH THE HALL COUNTY

COMMISSIONERS OFFICE.



770-531-6749
MAP AND PARCEL I.D. NO.

[

NAICS NO. |

|
|

ESS —

HALLCOUNTY BOARD OF TAX ASSESSORS
PERSONAL PROPERTY DEPARTMENT
300 HENRY WARD WAY, NE - STE 203

: TAXPAYER NAME AND ADDRESS
!

 WILHEIT PACKAGING, LLC
1627 MAY DRIVE
GAINESVILLE, GA 30507-8464

P.O BOX 1780

GAINESVILLE, GA 30503
To avoid a 10% penalty on items not previouslr)/tumed,
file not later than the due date listed above=This return is
subject to audit by the Board of Tax Assessors under
0.C.G.A. § 48-5-299 and 48-5-300. The return and
supporting schedule must be completed and returned in
order for property to be properly returned. Department of

Revenue Rule 560-11-10-.08 (3) (C)

BUSINESS PHYSICAL LOCATION
1527 MAY DRIVE
GAINESVILLE, GA 30507-8464

IF MAILING ADDRESS OR NAME |5 INCORRECT, PLEASE
CORRECT IN THE SPACE PROVIDED BELOW.
NAME: '
ADDRESS:
CITY, STATE, zZIP:

PERSONAL PROPERTY STRATA

 mz—r

F. Furniture/Fixtures/Machinery/Equipment-— includes all
fixtures, furniture, office equipment, computer hardware,
production machinery, off-road vehicles, farm equipment and

implements, tools and implements of manual laborers’ trade,
leasehiold improvements personal property in nature and

construction in progress personal property in nature.

The values from Schedules A, B, and C should be listed below. Ifthese
values, in your opinion, do not reflect fair market value then you may list
your estimate of value under the column headed Taxpayers Returned Valye.

TAXPAYER RETURNED
VALUE, AS OF JAN, 1

INDICATED VALUE FROM
SCHEDULESA, B, & G

211,7

e

£ ventory -- Includes all raw materials, goods in process,
unished goods, livestock and agricultural products, all
consumable supplies used in the process of manufacturing,
distributing, storing or merchandising of goods and services,
floor planned inventory and spare parts. Does not include
inventory receiving Freeport Exemption under 0.C.G A. § 48-
5-48.2,

4,067 15

Freeport Inventory -- Includes inven

tory receiving exemption
Under 0.C.G.A. § 48-5-48.2 .

NONE

Other Personal - Includes all personal property not otherwise
defined above.

NONE

TOTALS —>

4,278,900

g.the duty of the county Board of Tax Assessors to |

It shall b
ascertaining whatproperty is subject to taxation and to requi

nvestigate and in
re the proper return of the property for taxation.

quire into the property owned in the county for the

TAXPAYER'S DECLARATION

(or have heard read) and have dul
€ property returned, as sh

"l do solemnly swear that | have carefully read
foregoing tax list, and that the value placed by
and | further swear that | returned, for the purpose. of
or have control of either as agent, executor, admirfist
taxed thereon, | have not attempted either by transferring m
governing taxation in this state. | do further swear that in m
value of every species of property contained therein."

me.on th

TAXPAYER OR AGENT X

being taxed thereon, every
rator, o

Yy prope
a

Yy considered the questions propounded in the
own by the list, is the true market value thereof;
species of property that | own in my own right

r otherwise; and that in making this return, for the purpose of being
rty to another or by any other means to evade the laws

king this return | have done so by estimating the true worth and

}

SE PRINT OR TYPE NAME

TITLE MANAGING MEMBER

NE NUMBER: 770/532-4421 .

PAGE 1

o




| WILHEIT PACKAGING LLC'

26208 00.58

7 9 6 8 MAILED FROMaF CODE

g




& wilheit PACKAGING

1527 May Drive
Gainesville, GA 30507

P O. Box 111

Gainesville, GA 30503

770.532.4421

Fax 770.532,8956
www.wilheit.com

Keith

Echols

Hall County Tax Commissioner
P.O.Box 1579
Gainesville, GA 30503

Re: Wilheit Packaging, LLC, Bill No. 2008-111990

Dear Mr. Ey}ﬁs:w'

Enclosed is our payment for the 2008 personal property taxes in the amount of
$42,861.30. Please note the bill included a $4,021.08 penalty for late filing, which are
asking you to remove for the reasons given below.

We were aware of the March 1* filing deadline and take seriously our Z/

nsibility to comply with the filing requirements ‘ g £ 6 (
Our records indicate the returns were mailed prior to the March 1* deadline, ﬁd“’/ m@
despite the postmark showing a March 8™ date; Ale

Our accountant prepared several returns for us with similar deadlines, which were ‘{
mailed at the same time and we have no other notification of late filing; and

Even if there were an eight day delinquency, a penalty of $4,021.08 is abusive

given the evidence of our diligence in our efforts to meet the intent of the law, both
currently and in the past.

Thank you in advance for your cooperation in this matter.

Sincerely,

N

N\ v

Philip A~ Wilheit,
Managing Member


http://www.wilheit.com

- - . "ES P%T
& wilheit PACKAGING w SR
P O. Box 111 < 5 Wﬂ_——/m
Gainesville, GA 30503 T 5 e P ITHNEY BOWES

21 $000.420

£ 0003091064 ,OCT 132008
i MAILED FROM ZIP-€ODE"30507"

KEITH ECHOLS

HALL COUNTY TAX COMMISSIONER
P.0. BOX 1579

GAINESVILLE, GA 30503

................



2008 Property Tax Statement

Keith Echols

Hall County Tax Commissioner
P.0. Box 1579

Gainesville, GA 30503

www.hallcounty.org/depts/taxcomm/

MAKE CHECK OR MONEY ORDER PAYABLE TO:

Hall County Tax Commissioner

WILHEIT PACKAGING LLC

1627 MAY DR

GAINESVILLE, GA 30507 8464

RETURN THIS PORTION WITH PAYMENT
(1% interest per month will be added if not paid by due date)

Keith Echois

Hall County Tax Commissioner
P.0. Box 1579

Gainesville, GA 30503

www.hallcounty.org/depts/taxcomm/

Phone: (770) 531-6950 Fax: (770) 297-2311

Bill No.

Due Date

TOTAL DUE

|

2008-111990

12/01/2008

46,882.38

Map : P2021577

Location:

Payment good through: 12/01/20C
Printed: 10/16/200¢

Payments By Mastercard and Visa Accepted.
Please fill out information below and return by mail or fax.

Amount; $

Credit Card #

Expiration Date:

Phone Number:

Card Holder Signature:

Card Holder Printed Name:

**Note: All Returned Checks will be charged a fee of $25.00

Map Code: P2021577
Description: INV AND/CR FURN/FIX/IMACH/EQUIP
Location:
Bill No: 2008-111990
District: 001 HALL COUNTY UNINCORPORATED

Tax Payer: WILHEIT PACKAGING LLC

PERSONAL

Building Land Fair Market Due Billing Payment
Value Value Acres Value Date Date Good Through Exemptions
0 0 .0000 4,386,134 12/01/2008 | ] 12/01/2008
Adjusted Net Taxable Millage
Entity FMV Assessment | Exemptions Value Rate | Gross Tax Credit Net Tax
STATE 4,386,134.00] 1,754,454.00 1,754,454.00]  .250 438.61 438.6°
GROSS COUNTY 4,386,134.00] 1,754,454.0Q 1,754,454.00f 9.530 16,719.95 10,965.3
SALES TAX CREDIT 1,754,454.00] -3.280) -5,754.61
SCHOOL 4,386,134.00] 1,754,454.0d 1,754,454.00] 16.420 __ 28,808.13 28,808.1:
GROSS UNINC FIRE 4,386,134.00] 1,754,454.00 1,754,454.00] 2.650 4,649.303 2,6849.2!
INSURANCE PREMIUM CREDIT 1,754,454.00] -1.14(Q -2,000.08
S ' 4,386,134.00 0.00 0.00 .000 /;\Q,(
LATE OR NON FILING PENALTY Y 4,386,134.00 0.00 0.00 .000Q 4,021.08 Q. 4,021.0¢
q TOTALS Ji 24.43d 54,637.07 -7,7546 46,882.3t
Payment by mail is encouraged. However, you may pay taxes at the following 3 locations: Current Due | 46,882.38
1. North Hall Tag Office, Quillian Corner .
2. South Hall Tag Office, College Square Shopping Center Penalty 0.00
3. Main Office, Downtown Gainesville, Administration Building Interest 0.00
All offices are open M - F, 8:00 - 4:30, except for North Hall which closes from 12:30 - 1:30. Other Fees 0.00
There are payment drop boxes located at all locations. Previous Payments 0.00
Back taxes 0.00
TOTAL DUE 46,882.38

Printed: 10/168/2008


http://www.hallcounty.org/depts/taxcomm/

HALL COUNTY BOARD OF COMI\/IISSIONERS

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
SUBJECT:
DATE: 10/16/08 ( ) RECOMMENDATION
( ) POLICY DISCUSSION
BUDGET INFORMATION: ( ) STATUS REPORT
ANNUAL- ( ) OTHER
CAPITAL-

COMMISSION ACTION REQUESTED ON: WILHEIT PACKAGING

PURPOSE: WAVIER FOR LATE FILING PENALTY $4,021.08

HISTORY:

FACTS AND ISSUES: STATES MATLED RETURNS PRIOR TO MARCH 1ST DEADLINE, DESPITE IEE’

POSTMARK. SHOWING "A ‘MARCH 8TH DATE* ACCOUNTANT MATLED SIMILAR -
DEADLINES WHICH WAS MATLED AT SAME TIME WITH NO DELINQUENCY

OPTIONS:

RECOMMENDED SAMPLE MOTION:

DEPARTMENT:
Prepared by:

Director




HALL COUNTY

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
AGENDA REQUEST

All items requiring action by the Commissioners must be presented first at a work session. The following information
should be provided for each item. :

No item will be considered for a work session until the Department has received authorization on the item by the
County Administrator or Assistant Administrator.-

Department: 185/TAX COMMISSIONER
Submitted By: _ KEITH ECHOLS Date Submitted:
WILHEIT PACKAGING

ltem of Business:

THE ITEM IS FOR:

[] Work Session presentation only OR [] Commission Action Needed.
(no action needed)

Is there a deadline on this item? If so, Explain:

Purpose of RequestWAVIER OF LATE FILING PENALTY $4021.08

Department Recommendation:

If the action involves a Resolution, Ordinance, Contract, Agreement, etc. has it been reviewed by the County Attorney?

[1ve Explain:
X

If funding is involved, are funds approved within the current budgeti?n If Yes, Finance Authorization is Required Below.
[ Yes Explain:
[] No

Amount:

Source of Funds:

Administration Staff Authorization

Finance Dept. Autho‘rization; : : Budgeted Amount:

A honzed for ‘Work Sessmn: Work Session Date

et St il Ly L i it B

Comments:




Hall County Finance Department

P.O. Drawer 1435 « Gainesville, GA 30503
Fax 770/531-6711

To: Administration & County Commission

From: Michaela I. Thompson, Finance Director

Date:  December 3, 2008
Re: Request for Tax Bill Refund

In accordance with the directives of the Hall County Commission and the County Administrator, the Finance
Department has reviewed the following claim for waiver of interest and/or penalties relative to property taxes:

Claimant:

Tax Bill Number:
Claim Amount(s):

Recommendation:

Notes:

® Page 1

Wilheit Packaging
2008-111990
Late Filing Fee $4,021.08

No indication of culpability or error by the County; the offices of thé Tax Commissioner, the ]
ors (1 rty), or any contractor (agent) thereof. ;

The closing attorney, mortgage company, and/or the taxpayer are responsible for the correct
assessment.

The closing attorney, mortgage company, and/or the taxpayer are responsible for the timely
documentation (return period; January through March of each year) of changes in ownership
and/or billing address.

The closing attorney, mortgage company, and/or the taxpayer are responsible for the correct
and timely remittance of tax payments or satisfaction of the tax liability.



HALL CouNTY GOVERNMENT
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

May 20, 2009

Mr. Philip A. Wilheit
Wilheit Packaging
P.O. Box 111
Gainesville, GA 30503

RE: Property Tax Bill No. 2008-111990

Dear Mr. Wilheit:

This letter is written in response to your recent request for a waiver of interest
and penalties on your 2008 property tax bill.

Keith Echols, Tax Commissioner, will present this request to the Hall County
Board of Commissioners during their work session scheduled for Wednesday,
May 27,2009 at 9:00 a.m. in the Commission Meeting Room on the 2" Floor
of the Courthouse Annex Building, 116 Spring Street, Gainesville, GA. Any
additional information you may have can be presented to the board during this
meeting. '

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have questions or require any
additional information regarding this matter. Best regards.

Sincerely,

(Yot Berncett

Heather Bennett
Commission Clerk

cc: Keith Echols, Tax Commissioner
Mike Henderson, Chief Real Property Appraiser
Michaela Thompson, Finance Director

Post OFFICE DRAWER 1435
GAINESVILLE, GEORGIA 30503
(770) 535-8288
FAX (770) 531-3972

ToM OLIVER
CHAIRMAN

BosBY BANKS, DISTRICT 1
BLLy POwWELL, DISTRICT 2
STEVE GAILEY, DISTRICT 3
ASHLEY BELL, DISTRICT 4

CHARLEY NIX
COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR

PHIL SUTTON
AssisSTANT COUNTY
ADMINISTRATOR

HEATHER BENNETT
CommassioN CLERK

JrSsICA YORK
EXECUTIVE ASSISTANT



CHRISTOPHER AND GROGAN, P.C.
CERTIFIED PURLIC ACCOUNTANTS
11675 RAINWATER DRIVE
SUITE 425, BUILDING 600
ALPHARETTA, GEORGIA 30004
TEL: 770-752-7677

FAX: 770-752-7622 MEMBERS OF
: THE AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF

. CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS
STEPHEN M. CHRISTOPHER, C.P.A. GEORGIA SOCIETY OF
GERRY O. GROGAN, C.P.A. CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS

May 25, 2009

Mr. Keith Echols

Hall County Tax Commissioner
P.O. Box 1579

Gainesville, GA 30503

Re: Wilheit Packaging, LLC, Bill No. 2008-111990
Dear Mr. Echols:

This correspondence is to confirm I am the accountant charged with the responsibility for
preparing the annual personal property tax returns for the various warehouse locations
since the 2001 inception of Wilheit Packaging, LI.C. I prepared the 2008 Hall County
Personal Property tax return, however, due to a family emergency, T asnnableto
complete and deliver the return in tiifie for proper hatii ling by Wilheit Packaging. As a
result, the mailing envelope showed a postmark of March 7, 2009, seven days past the

filing deadline and ultimately resulted in your office assessing a late filing penalty.

We respectfully ask you to remove the $4,021.08 penalty due to situation explained
above and for the additional reasons summarized as follows.

Wilheit Packaging’s previous record of compliance and their reliance on an
independent accountant for compliance with the 2008 filing;

The complexity of the task given the number of warehouse locations, requiring the
coordination of inventory records; and

The amount of the penalty when considering the return was voluntarily filed less”

‘than a week after the March 1" deadline.” 7

Your anticipated cooperation in this Thatter is appreciated. Please feel free to contact me
directly if you should need further information.

Sincerely,
Y,
eryy O. Grogayf, C.P.A.



HALL CouNTY GOVERNMENT
- BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

June 52009

_ Mr. Philip A. Wilheit
Wilheit Packaging
P.0.Box 111
Gainesville, GA 30503

RE: Property Tax Bill No. 2008-111990

Dear Mr. Wilheit:

Please be advised that in its meeting of May 28, 2009, the Hall County Board
of Commissioners voted to approve your request-for-a-waiver of interestiand
penalties accrued on property tax bill no. 2008-111990. ="

Please contact me or the Tax Commissioners’ Office (770.531.6950) if you
have any questions or if any additional information is necessary.
Sincerely,

Heather Bennett
Commission Clerk

cc:  Keith Echols, Tax Commissioner
: Mike Henderson, Chief Real Property Appraiser
- Michaela Thompson, Finance Director

PosT OFFICE DRAWER 1435
GAINESVILLE, GEORGIA 30503
(770) 535-8288
FAX (770) 531-3972

Tom OLIVER
CHAIRMAN

BoBBY Banks, DisTRICT 1

. Brry POwELL, DIsTRICT 2

STEVE GAILEY, DISTRICT 3
ASHLEY BEeLL, DiSTRICT 4

CHARLEY NIX
COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR

PuIL SutToN
AsSISTANT COUNTY
ADMINISTRATOR

HEATHER BENNETT
CoMMISSION CLERK

JEssicA YORK
EXECUTIVE ASSISTANT



20{}8 Property Tax Statement

Keith Echols

Hall County Tax Commissioner
P.0O. Box 1579

Gainesville, GA 30503
www.hallcounty.org/depts/taxcomm/

MAKE CHECK OR MONEY ORDER PAYABLE TO:
Hall County Tax Commissioner

WILHEIT PACKAGING LLC
1527 MAY DR
GAINESVILLE, GA 30507 8464

RETURI !
(1% interest per month will be added if not paid by due date)

2008-111890

Map : P2021577
Last payment made on: 12/08/2008
Location:

Printed: 02/18/2010

Amount: $ Expiration Date:

Credit Card #:

Payments By Mastercard, Visa, and Discover Accepted.
Please fill out information below and return by mail or fax.

Card Holder Printed Name:

Card Holder Signature:

Phone Number;

Note: All credit card payments will be charged a fee of 2.59%.

WAV AR TR

Keith Echols

Sag %oun%;‘gx Commissioner > "‘T"%\"} ‘ Map Code: P2021577
.0. Box BN

Gainesville, GA 30503
www.hallcounty.org/depts/taxcomm/

%A

o

Location:

Bill No: 2008-111990
District: 001 HALL COUNTY UNINCORPORATED

Tax Payer: WILHEIT PACKAGING LLC

PERSONAL

Description: INV AND/OR FURN/FIX/IMACH/EQUIP

STATE 3,974,644.00]  1,589,858.00 1,589,858.00] .250 397.46 387.46

GROSS COUNTY 3,074,644.00{ 1,589,858.00 1,589,858.00] _9.530 15,151.34 9,836.61
SALES TAX CREDIT . 1,589,858.00] -3.280 -5,214.73]

SCHOOL 3,974,644.00;  1,589,858.00 1,589,858.00 16.420  26,105.47 26,105.47

IGROSS UNINC FIRE 3,974,644.00] 1,589,858.00 1,589,858.00] 2.65( 4,213.12 2,400.68
INSURANCE PREMIUM CREDIT 1,589,858.00] -1.1440 -1,812.44

SOLID WASTE . - o o o 3,974,644.00 0.00 0.00 .009 0

LATE OR NON FILING PENALTY ¢« | = 3,974,644.00 0.00 4,021.08 4,021.08]

waived by BoC
(See a—HacéecD

Payment by mail is encouraged. However, you may pay taxes at the following 3 locations:

1. North Hall Tag Office, Quillian Corner

2. South Hall Tag Office, College Square Shopping Center

3. Main Office, Downtown Gainesville, Administration Building

All offices are open M - F, 8:00 - 4:30, except for North Hall which closes from 12:30 - 1:30.

There are payment drop boxes located at ali locations.

U

Current Due 42 ,861.30
Penalty 0.00
interest 0.00

Other Fees 0.00;

Previous Payments 42,861.30
Back taxes 0.00

Printed: 02/18/2010



http://www.hallcounty.org/depts/taxcomm/
http://www.hallcounty.org/depts/taxcomm/
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2004 Property Tax Statement . BillNo
2004-90376

Keith Echols
Hall County Tax Commissioner Map : P2021577
P.O. Box 1579 Last payment made on: 12/03/2004 Printed: 02/18/2010

Gainesville, GA 30503

www.hallcounty.org/depts/taxcomm/ Location:

Payments By Mastercard, Visa, and Discover Accepted.

MAKE CHECK OR MONEY ORDER PAYABLE TO: . Please fill out information below and return by mail or fax. B
Hall County Tax Commissioner Amount: $ Expiration Date:
Credit Card #:

©Card Holder Printed Name:

Card Holder Signature:

WILHEIT PACKAGING LLLC
1527 MAY DR Phone Number:
GAINESVILLE, GA 30507-8464 Note: All credit card payments will be charged a fee of 2.59%. |

RETU P ME
(1% interest per month will be added if not paid by due date)
B — —
Keith Echols Tax Payer: WILHEIT PACKAGING LLC
Hall County Tax Commissioner Map Code: P2021577 PERSONAL
P.O. Box 1579 S :
Gainesville, GA 30503 Deic;r:;ttlizrr:: INV AND/OR FURN/FIX/MACH/EQUIP

hall . t /
www.hallcounty.org/depts/taxcomm Bill No: 2004-90376

District: 001 HALL COUNTY UNINCORPORATED

Phone: (770

uildi

) 531-6950 Fax: (770) 297-2311

STATE 2,919,970.00] 1,167,988.00 1,167,988.00 250 292.00 292.00
GROSS COUNTY 2,819,970.00{ 1,167,988.00 1,167,988.00] 9.900 11,563.08 7,591.92] -
SALES TAX CREDIT 1,167,988.00f -3.38( -3,947.80
CNTY REVAL ROLLBACK 1,167,988.00| -.020 -23.36)
SCHOOL 2,919,970.00f 1,167,988.00§ 1,167,988.00f 15.130 17,671.66 17,671.66
IGROSS UNINC FIRE 2,819,970.00] 1,167,988.00 . 1,167,988.00 2.810 3,282.05 1,892.14
INSURANCE PREMIUM CREDIT 1,167,988.00[ -1.190 -1,389.91
SOLIDWASTE ... . . . .. 2,919,970.00 0.00 0.00] .000 .00
LATE OR NON FILING PENALTY " 2 2,919,970.00, 0.00 0.00 2,640.65 -

A55€SSCA /gtff/%‘f Lt)qii/c‘cl

Payment by mail is encouraged. However, you may pay taxes at the following 3 locations: Current Due 30,088.37,
1. North Hall Tag Office, Quillian Corner ]

2. South Hall Tag Office, College Square Shopping Center Penalty 0.00

3. Main Office, Downtown Gainesvilie, Administration Building Interest 0.00

All offices are open M - F, 8:00 - 4:30, except for North Hall which closes from 12:30 - 1:30. Other Fees 0.00
There are payment drop boxes located at all locations. Previous Payments 30,088.37]
Back taxes 0.00

Printed: 02/18/2010


http://www.hallcounty.org/depts/taxcomm/

)
I

48-240 REVENUE AND TAXATION 48-241

RESEARCH REFERENCES

C.J.8. — 84 C].S., Taxation, § 617,

48:240. Rate of interest on past.due taxes.

Except as otherwise expressly provided by law, taxes owed the state or any
local taxing jurisdiction shall bear interest at the rate of T Perc
month from the date the tax is due until'the date the tax is paid.
purposes of this Code’section. ar y period of less than one month shall be
considered to be one month. This Code section shall also apply to alcoholic ‘
beverage taxes. (Code 1933, § 91A-239.2, enacted by Ga. L. 1980, p-10,§ 4, }
Ga. L. 1980, p. 1759, § 1.) A

Craoss references. — Penalties for failure
to pay taxes or license fees on alcoholic
beverages, § 3-2-11.

Law reviews. — For article, “Procedure
and Problems in Georgia Ad Valorem Tax:
Appeals,” see 26 Ga. St. BJ. 98 (1990).

OPINIONS OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL

Reference in this Code section to a month
means that period of time from any day of a
month to the same (or nearest) day of the

next succeeding month. 1982 Op. Att’y Gen.
No. U82-19.

The commissioner may waive the collection of any interest, in whole orin.
part, due the state on any unpaid taxes whenever or to the extent that he
reasonably determines that the delay in payment of the taxes was attribut-
able to the action or inaction of the department. (Ga. L. 1960, p- 990, § 2;
Code 1933, § 91A-238, enacted by Ga. L. 1978, p- 309, § 2; Ga. L. 1982, p-
3,§ 48.)

OPINIONS OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL

Editor’s notes. — In light of the similarity
of the provisions, opinions under Ga. L.
1960, p. 990, § 2 are included in the anno-
tations for this Code section.

Authority where facts undisputed and as-
sessment correct. — There is no provision

authorizing the commissioner to compro-
mise or settle the principal amount of tax in-
dispute where there is no dispute as to the
facts and the commissioner finds that the
assessment is correct in all respects. 1969

Op. Att'y Gen. No. 69-30.

RESEARCH REFERENCES

Am. Jur. 2d. — 72 Am. Jur. 2d, State and
Local Taxation, § 864.

C.J.8. — 85 (]S, Taxation, §§ 1031,
1054.

ALR. — Power to remit, release, or com-
promise tax claim, 28 ALLR2d 1495.

52

48-2-42 STATE ADMI

48-2-42, Nature of penalties

All penalties imposed by 1
such. The proceedings to c«
penalties imposed, and the
manner. Any provision of 1
under the tax laws of this stz
interest imposed by law. (G:
§ 91A-237, enacted by Ga.

Cited in Bannister v. Douglas (
of Tax Assessors, 219 Ga. App. 68,
29 (1995).

OPINION

Editor’s notes. — In light of th
of the provisions, opinions um
1937-38, Ex. Sess., p. 77, § 37 are
the annotations for this Code se:

Construction with other pro
Penalty collected under Ci
§ 92-6913 (see § 48-5-299) shor
into the county treasury, and re
erty of the county, notwithstand’
tion. 1954-56 Op. Att’y Gen. p. !

Penalties for failure to make
returns arising under Code 193¢

]

‘Am. Jur. 2d. — 72 Am. Jur, 2

Local Taxation, § 836. '
CJS. — 85 GJ.S., Taxatio

. 1032 et seq. ) ]
ALR. — Constitutionality o

prescribing rate of interest or
48-2-43. Authority to waiv

The commissioner may
amount due the state as
whenever or to the exten
giving rise to the pena%ty"
or willful neglect or disre
issued pursuant to the law
enacted by Ga. L. 1978, 1




48-2-44 REVENUE AND TAXATION

OPINIONS OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL

Editor’s notes. — In light of the similarity  to compromise or settle the principal
of the provisions, opinions under Ga. L. amount of tax in dispute where there is no
1960, p. 990, § 1 are included in the anno- dispute as to the facts and the commissioner
tations for this Code section. finds that the assessment is correct in all

Grounds for waiving penalty. — There is respects. 1969 Op. Att'y Gen. No. 69-30.
no provision authorizing the commissioner

RESEARCH REFERENCES

Am. Jur. 2d. — 72 Am. Jur. 2d, State and
Local Taxation, § 864.

CJ.S. — 85 C]J.S., Taxation, §§ 1021 et
seq., 1031,

ALR. — Liability to penalty imposed for

failure to pay tax of one who in good faith
contested its validity, 147 ALR 149.

Power to remit, release, or compromise
tax claim, 28 ALR2d 1495.

(a) In any instance in which any person willfully fails to file a report,
return, or other information required by law or willfully fails to pay the
commissioner any revenue held in trust for the state, he shall pay, in the
absence of a specific statutory civil penalty for the failure, a penalty of 10
percent of the amount of revenue held in trust and not paid on or before

the time prescribed by law, together with interest on the principal amount .

at the rate specified in Code Section 48-2-40 from the date the return
should have been filed or the revenue held in trust should have been
remitted until it is paid.

(b) (1) In any in

1, 1981, to pay

fails, on or after July

stance in which
‘ any ad valorem tax

©

any person will
he 1€n.

owed the state or an; local government, he shall pay, in the absence of a_
escribed by -

specific statutory civil penalty for the failure, a7penal
the-amoiint of tax due and-not paid on or before'the i
law, together with interest as-specified” vy law
shall not, however, apply in the case of:

is 10 percent penalty

(A) Ad valorem taxes of $500.00 or less on homestead property as
defined in Part 1 of Article 2 of Chapter 5 of this title; or

(B) With respect to tax year 1986 and future tax years, ad valorem
taxes of any amount on homestead property as defined in Part 1 of
Article 2 of Chapter 5 of this title, if the homestead property was during
the tax year acquired by a new owner who did not receive a tax bill for
the tax year and who immediately before acquiring the homestead
property resided outside the State of Georgia and if the taxes are paid -
within one year following the due date.

54

48-244 STATE AD

(2) Any city or cou
constitutional amendix
for failure to pay an ac
that amount.

(3) With respect tc
commissioner on or
provided for by gene
penalties collected anc

(A) Penalties coll
taxation or for failw
the tax commissione
paid into the county
the tax is collected a
the property of the

(B) Interest coll
distributed pro rata
total tax on which th
p-77,§ 38; Code 19
Ga. L. 1980, p. 10, §
§ 1; Ga. L. 1998, p.

The 1998 amendment, ef
1998, added paragraph (3)
(b).

The 1999 amendment, eff

Cited in Averett v. Troup C
App. 74, 464 S.E.2d 32 (1995

OPINI

Editor’s notes. — In light ¢
of the provisions, opinions
1937-38, Ex. Sess., p. 77, § 38
the annotations for this Cods

Penalty provided in subsec
section is automatic and n
must be imposed whenever
forth are satisfied. 1981 Op.
81-86.

Penalty and execution fee
If circumstances set forth in e
met, penalty provided by sub:
execution fee provided by §
cumulative in nature. 1982
No. UR2-37.

Penalty provided in subsec




N 48-244

GENERAL

omise or settle the principal
tax m dispute where there is no
o the facts and the commissioner
the assessment is correct in all
169 Op. Aty Gen. No. 69-30.

LY 53

ay tax of one who in good faith
s validity, 147 ALR 149,

remit, release, or compromise

B ALR2d 1425,

urn or pay revenue held in
1 willful failure to pay ad
ad interest.

fully fails to file a report,
r willfully fails to pay the
state, he shall pay, in the
1¢ failure, a penalty of 10
nd not paid on or before
on the principal amount
com the date the return
trust should have been

Ifully fails, on or after July
. due, any ad valorem tax
I pay, in the absence of a
penalty of 10 percent of
ve the time prescribed by
This 10 percent penalty

1 homestead property as
this title; or

Te€ tax years, ad valorem
as defined in Part 1 of
‘ead property was during
not receive a tax bill for
‘quiring the homestead
and if the taxes are paid

- - 48-2-44 STATE ADMINISTRATION AND ENFORCEMENT 48-2-44 -

(2) Any city or county authorized as of April 22, 1981, by statute or
constitutional amendment to receive a penalty of greater than 10 percent
for failure to pay an ad valorem tax is authorized to continue to receive
that amount.

(3) With respect to all penalties and interest received by the tax
commissioner on or after July 1, 1998, unless otherwise specifically
provided for by general law, the tax commissioner shall distribute
penalties collected and interest collected or earned as follows:

o valor

“ tpetax ;S‘r’jrfrirrtl‘s‘sior‘)’gefO' taxes collgcted but not yet d
paid into the“coun tytre th.

ry in the same manner and at the same time
the tax is collected and distributed to the county, and they shall remain
the property of the county; and

(B) Interest collected on delinquent ad valorem taxes shall be
distributed pro rata based on each taxing jurisdiction’s share of the
total tax on which the interest was computed. (Ga. L. 1937-38, Ex. Sess.,
p-77.§ 38; Code 1933, § 91A-239.1, enacted by Ga. L. 1979, p. 5, § 10;

- Ga. L. 1980, p. 10, § 3; Ga. L. 1981, p. 1857, § 5; Ga. L. 1986, p- 1322,
8§ 1; Ga. L. 1998, p. 1120, § 1; Ga. L. 1999, p. 81, § 48.)

"~ The 1998 amendment, effective July 1, 1999, part of an Act to revise, modernize,
1998, added paragraph (3) of subsection and correct the Code, revised punctuation

R in subparagraph (b)(3)(A).

The 1999 amendment, effective April 5,
JUDICIAL DECISIONS

-Gited in Averett v. Troup County, 219 Ga.

" App. 74, 464 S.E.2d 32 (1993).

OPINIONS OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL

“Editor’s notes. — In light of the similarity
of the provisions, opinions under Ga. L.

- 193738, Ex. Sess., p. 77, § 38 are included in

the annotations for this Code section.
Penalty provided in subsection (b) of this

- ‘Section is automatic and mandatory, and

must be imposed whenever conditions set
forth are satisfied. 1981 Op. Att’y Gen. No.

. 81-86,

Penaity and execution fee cumulative. —
If circumstances set forth in each section are

‘. met, penalty provided by subsection (b) and

execution fee provided by § 48-5-161(c) are
Cumulative in nature. 1982 Op. Att'y Gen.
No. U82-37.

Penalty provided in subsection (b) of this

section applies to all state and local ad
valorem property taxes, except where origi-
nal tax due is $500.00 or less and is on
homestead property as defined in Art. 2, Ch.
5 of this title. The penalty applies to no other
taxes. 1981 Op. Att'y Gen. No. 81-86.
Applicability of penalty provisions. — The
penalty and fees provided in this section and
§ 48-5-161 would apply to unpaid ad valo-
rem taxes which were assessed in 1981, 1982
and 1983 as follows: When the statutory
prerequisites of this section have been met, a
penalty of 10 percent of the amount of tax
due and not timely paid would apply to ad
valorem taxes which were unpaid after July
1, 1981. In addition, a 10 percent execution
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48-5-242 REVENUE AND TAXATION 48-5-242

authoriy to levy the tax must be wholly  mediate seizure of his goods or the arrest of
wanting, the money sued for must have heen his pmpun and not voluntarily made. 1968
actually received b\ the defendant, and the Op. Att'y Gen. No. bg 399 (rendered under
payment of the phnmtt must have been  former (,ode 1933, § 92-3812)

made upon compulsion, to prevent the m-

RESEARCH REFERENCES

Am. Jur. 2d. — 72 Am. Jur. 2d, State and C.J.S. — 20 C]8., Counties, § 234, 84
Local Taxation, § 1073. CJ.S., Taxation, § 630 et seq.

p/unpaid taxes,

(a) Upon written approval by the governing authority of the county in
accordance with subsection (c¢) of this Code section, the tax collector or tax
commissioner may waive, in whole or in part, the collection of any amount
due the taxmg authorities for Wthh taxes are collected, when such amount

¢ ; omply with the laws’ governm

collector or tax commissioner reasonably determines that the default giving
rise to the penalty was due to reasonable cause and not due to gross or
willful neglect or disregard of the law or of regulations or instructions issued
pursuant to the law.

(b) In the case of penalties arising from the failure of the taxpayer to
comply with the terms, conditions, or covenants required with respect to
properties receiving any type of preferential assessment, the tax collector or
tax commuissioner shall not be authorized to waive any portion of the
penalty that represents a recovery by the taxing authorities of any amount
by which taxes were reduced as a result of the granting of such preferential
assessmernt.

(c) The waiver of penaltes in accordance with this Code section shall be
subject to the written approval of the county governing authority either on
a case-by-case basis or by a resolution delenaund the authority to the tax
collector or tax commissioner to make the hnal determinations. Such
resolution may establish rules and regulations governing the administration
of this Code section and establish guidelines tc be followed by the tax
collector or tax commissioner when granting the penalty waivers. (Code
1981, § 48-5-242, enacted by Ga. L. 1695, p. 361, § 1; Ga. L. 1999, p. 81,
§ 48)

199‘9 part of an \Cl to revise, modex nize,
and  correct the  Code.  substituted

436




48-5-220 REVENUE AND TAXATION 48-5-242

General Consideration of a county’s minority and female business

Worker’s compensation. — Trial court elnz{erprise progra}m, defendarfts were ent-
properly determined that a county could not €% 10 summaryjuld.gmem because the Sec
provide workers compensation coverage to 107 d0‘es not pmhlbl,[ the conduct.of which
Georgia superior court judges, as the judges  the plaintiffs complain and there is 1o au-
were not county employees; counties were  LhOrity that allows o private right of action in
specifically authorized by Ga. Const. 1983, cases where the statutory scheme does not
Art. IX, Sec. IV, Para. | and O.C.G.A. provide for one. Webster v, Fulton County,
§ 48-5-220 to provide workers compensation 44 F. Supp. 2d 1359 (N.D. Ga, 1999).
to “county officials,” such as a sheriff, pur- Transcript costs for indigents. — Under
suant to O.C.G.A. § 34.9-1, but judges were  O.C.G.A. § 17-12-34 of the Georgia Indigent
deemed state employees. Freeman v, Barnes, Defense Act of 2003, the Georgia Public
282 Ga. App. 895, 640 S.E.2d 611 (2006). Defender Standards Council is not required

Cited in Hay v. Newton County, 246 Ga. to pay for indigent defendants’ costs of
App. 44, 538 S.F.2d 181 (2000). Lranscripts in criminal cases: under laws ex-

) isting before the Act, counties were re uired
Specific Purposes Construed to pagy for such transcripts, and the Acci does

Affirmative action programs. — Where not repeal these laws by implication. Ga.
plaintiffs claimed that defendants violated Public Defender Stds. Council v. State of Ga.,
this section in connection with the operation 284 Ga, App. 660, 644 S.E.2d 510 (2007).

48-5-239. Affidavit of illegality by person against whom execution issues,

Cross references. — Refunds of taxes and  for refund; authority to approve or disap-
license fees by counties and municipalities;  prove claims, § 48-5-380.
time and manner of filing claims and actions

48-5-241. Refund or credit of county taxes.

RESEARCH REFERENCES

ALR. — Validity and applicability of statu-  refund check in determining right to inter-
tory time limit concerning taxpayer’s claim  est under § 6611 of the Internal Revenue

for state tax refund, 1 ALR6th 1. Code (26 USCA § 6611), 145 ALR Fed. 437.
Effect of delay in receipt or negotiation of

48-5-242. Waiver of penalties Qr interest due on "?paid taxes.

(b) In the case of penalties or interest arising from the failure of the
taxpayer to comply with the terms, conditions, or covenants required with

194 2009 Supp,
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48-5-242 AD VALOREM TAXATION OF PROPERTY 48-5-262

respect to properties receiving any type of preferential assessment, the tax
collector or tax commissioner shall not be authorized to waive any portion
of the penalty or interest that represents a recovery by the taxing authorities
of any amount by which taxes were reduced as a result of the granting of
such preferential assessment,

(c) The waiver of penalties or interest in accordance with this Code
section shall be subject to the written approval of the county governing
authority either on a case-by-case basis or by a resolution delegating the
authority to the tax collector or tax commissioner to make the final
determinations. Such resolution may establish rules and regulations gov-
erning the administration of this Code section and establish guidelines to

be followed by the tax collector or tax commissioner when granting such
waivers. (Code 1981, § 48-5-242 enacted by Ga. L. 1995, p. 361, § 1; Ga. L.
1999, p. 81, § 48; Ga. L. 2002, p. 614, § 1.)

The 2002 amendment, effective July 1, when the interest to be waived accrues on or
2002, inserted “orinterest’’ throughout this  after July 1, 2002” at the end; and substi-
Code section; in subsection (a), inserted “or tuted “granting such” for “granting the
an amount of interest”, deleted “and” pre-  penalty” at the end of subsection (c). '
ceding “when the tax” and added *, and

ARTICLE 5
UNIFORM PROPERTY TAX ADMINISTRATION AND EQUALIZATION

ParT 1

EQUALIZATION OF ASSESSMENTS

48-5-262. Composition and duties of county appraisal staffs; “county civil
service system” defined.

(a) Class I counties shall provide for an appraisal staff pursuant to
paragraph (1) of Code Section 48-5-260 by:
(1) Employing a full-time appraiser;

(2) Contracting with a contiguous county to provide the staff require-
ment; or

(3) Contracting with a professional appraisal person to provide the
staff requirement.

(b) Each county other than Class I counties shall employ a minimum
staff of appraisers, to be known as the county property appraisal staff, to
perform the duties set forth in this part. For compensation purposes, the
appraisers will be designated, lowest grade first, as Appraiser I, Appraiser 11,
Appraiser I1I, and Appraiser IV.

{(c) The minimum staff requirement for each county shall be as follows:

2009 Supp. 195



Important Note: The Tax Commissioner is not responsible for property values nor for tax rates. The Tax Commissioner only bills and collects taxes due.

Filing your return

If you have acquired property, made changes to existing property or heed to
file business personal property returns, you should file the appropriate prop-
erty tax return between January 1 and March 1 with the Tax Assessors of-
fice.

Hall County property owners may be eligible for the following exemptions in
addition fo the regular homestead exemption:

= Surviving spouse of a veteran, firefighter, or police officer

« Disabled person or veteran

* Partial school tax, age 62, income qualifications

« Full school tax, age 70, no income qualifications

* Senior citizens, age 65, income qualifications

* State tax, age 65, no income qualifications

Application for these exemptions must be made in person at the Tax Asses-
sors office between January 1 and March 1 of the following year. Applica-
tions for the full school tax exemption can be made January 1 to May 1.
Regular homestead exemption can be filed year round, but the exemption
will be applied to the following year if filed after March 1.

Hall County Tax Assessors

300 Henry Ward Way, Suite 203
P.O. Box 2895

Gainesville, GA 30503

Office 770-531-6720

Fax 770-531-3968

Payment information

You can pay your tax bill online at hallcounty.org using an electronic check
draft or credit card and view current year account activity. A fee of $1.99 will
apply to any E-check/Automated Clearinghouse (ACH) payment. Conven-
ience fees of 2.58% of the total bill will apply for Discover®, Mastercard®
and Visa® payments. These fees are imposed and collected by Elavon Inc.
for the use of the service and do not go to Hall County Government.

If taxes are not paid in full by the due date, interest will be charged at the
rate of 1% per month on the unpaid principal balance. |ftaxes remain un-
. paid after 90 days, a 10% penaity will be charged. (O C.G. A 4 2;40 48-2
44) After 90 days has expired, collection proceedings will be mstlgated by a
pnvate collection service approved by the Hall County Board of Commis-
sioners.

Ng one Fas the authority to relieve penalties Set by law. lure 1o feceive a
bill does not felieve obligation t6"pay. ~Actounts not-paid ifi full by the due
date will be billed for additional interest, penalty and cost as applicable.

For further information, please call the Hall County Tax Commissioner's Of-
fice, 770-531-6950.

How is my tax bill calculated?

Your tax bill is calculated based on the assessed value of the property (40% of the
appraised value), minus any exemptions, multiplied by the millage rate minus any
credits. A mill equals $1 for every $1,000 of net assessed value.

Appraisals are prepared by professional property tax appraisers, who conduct their
work on behalf of the Hall County Board of Assessors. The Board of Assessors in-
cludes five citizens appointed by the Hall County Commission.

The millage rate is determined by the budgets adopted by the county, the board of
education, and cities (if your city levies a property tax). Each of these jurisdictions
sets its budget and millage rate individually and has no authority over the other ju-
risdictions. Some areas also have special tax districts that add to the millage rate.

In June 2009, the Board of Commissioners approved a rate of 24.43

mills in unincorporated Hall County; 16.42 mills (67%) funds operation and mainte-
nance of the county school system; 6.25 mills (26%) goes to the

General Fund to finance county government operations; and 1.51 mills (6%) funds
fire protection. The State of Georgia assesses an additional .25 mill.

The Tax Commissicner is responsible for billing, collecting, and distributing your tax
dollars to the appropriate jurisdictions.

How are property taxes spent in Hall?

L s.67

L s.01

L_so0s L $26
County Fire  County General Fund* State of GA  Hall County Schools
District Supports many govem-  Supports ad-  Provides direct funding
Supporis ment operations such herence to for educational programs
countywide fire  as: Courts, SheriffiJail, state laws at 34 schools, including 8
protection via recreation, EMS, road govermning ad  high schools, 6 middie
15 stations. maintenance and other valoremtax  schools, 21 elementary

Gainesville pro-  public services. ** revenues. and 1 evening school.
vides its own

fire services.

* See other side for breakdown of county govemment taxes for FY 10 and FY 09,
* Municipal residents may pay additional property taxes that are nof county taxes.

Hall County General Fund Budgets for Fiscal Years 2010 and 2009

General Fund o _FY 2010 ..FY 2009 CHANGE ) M|Ilage FY 2010 Mlllage FY 2009

‘Board of Commissioners = ' A237% 224 T 040 Adi?;f&?ﬁ“é??ﬁé” ;ﬁr?hiiﬁ

Sheriff 0.90% 2.08 1.94

Public Safety™ 1330% 0 ame 0.75. " ronvo. Bulfing mapaston. Bednasa.

Clrk of Couts SO 05 015 Lmmlmimmm o

Supérior Court. - A180% i a8 e 019 Agentand Agencies’

State Court M20% 009 010 o Plmsedy s e
52.26% SE009 T -0.09 : tional.{nstitution, Emerasncy. ik
-100% 0.07 0.07 xg‘jgiﬁg&im‘?fgenw Manage-

4 : S =3.08% e e 0 0.060 .08 ; : .

Probate Court _-0.46% 003 0.03

Public Defender SE23% T g : 0.09

Indigent Defense D IO -12.26% 0.06 0.07

“Juvenile Court - $ 1.261.829. i248%. . 2009 s 0.08

,Cour‘cAdmlmstrator $ 524709 - -24 44% 0.04 - 0.04

“Treatment Services : : 0.05 s -

Animal Shelt ~0.04 ) -

Election: T =29:.00% - 0.04 : 0.05.

Tax Commlssmner $ 1 547 088 & 1 765 834  1239% 0.10 0.11

“Coroner. .- & s 2Es s HeE1s T 5as% 0.015" 0.01:

Total (General Fund) $ 92,681,678 $ 97,729,208 -5.16% 6.25 6.25

Fire District Fund $ 15,047,331 $ 15,254,303 -1.36% 1.51 1.51

TOTAL $107,729,009 $112,983,511 7.76 7.76



--- On Wed, 3/17/10, Heather Bennett (jﬁa;li}ﬂi;t;;fi(;ﬁi)ii}zib&;e}@idila;ﬁkﬁ5rjg;ﬁ(ﬁé o

- From: Heather Bennett (Administration) <hbates@hallcounty.org>
- Subject: Open Records Request

- To: "PAUL BARNES' <paul2213@bellsouth.net>

- Date: Wednesday, March 17, 2010, 3:57 PM

. From: PAUL BARNES [mailto:paul2213@belisouth.nef]

3/17/2010
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Sent: Saturday, March 13, 2010 7:37 PM
To: Heather Bennett (Administration)
Subject: Fw: Open Records Request

Heather:
Please consider this e mail an open records request for:

1. The specific statutory authority that allowed the Hall County Commission,in their meeting of
_ January 14,2010 ,togranta waiver to Z F Industries on the 10% late filing penalty mandated by
- OCGA 48-5-299.

2. The specific statutory authority that allowed the Hall County Commission,in their meeting of
 May 28,2009, to grant a waiver to Wilheit Packaging LLC on the 10% late filing penalty
: mandated by OCGA 48-5-299.

 Please respond by e mail.

. Your assistance is appreciated.

Paul S. Barnes, President

Hall County Citizens For Efficient Government

770-967-6433

3/17/2010



