
CHAIRMAN OLIVER LED HALL COUNTY COMMISSION
GRANTS IMPROPER TAX WAIVERS OF $10,884.53 TO
WILHEIT PACKAGING LLC AND Z F INDUSTRIES INCt t t

Hall County Citizens For Efficient Government recently filed an open records request and has obtained
a listing of all tax related waiver and refund requests filed with the Hall County Commissioners since
January 1,2008. This review revealed some very interesting information regarding tax waivers granted
to WILHEIT PACKAGING LLC AND Z F INDUSTRIES INC.

The above named corporate taxpayers did not file timely business tax returns (Wilheit for tax year 2008
and ZF for tax year 2009) resulting in 10% penalties applied by the tax assessors as mandated by
Georgia law OCGA 48-5-299. We have also confirmed that a total of 1,542 10% late filing penalties
were assessed to numerous other taxpayers on the 2009 Hall County tax digest. HCCFEG has obtained
through an open records request the supporting file presented to the Hall County Commission in each
waiver request filed by Z F Industries Inc and Wilheit Packaging LLC.

You may view these detail support files at if you so desire and make your own conclusion
concerning the legitimacy of each request and whether or not the Hall County Commission had legal
authority to grant waivers of these late filing penalties which were mandated by Georgia Law OCGA
48-5-299. The Hall County tax reduction for Z F as a result of these waivers amounted to $ $6,863.45
with the tax waiver to Wilheit amounting to $4,021.08 in tax reduction. Total tax reductions as a result
of these improper (or possibly illegal) waivers was $10,884.53!!! It is our opinion that the Hall County
Commissioners did not have legal authority to waive these penalties for late filing as required by
Georgia Law. Hall County Commissioners do have authority per OCGA 48-5-242 to waive late
payment interest and the 10% penalty of tax due if not paid within 90 days but they do not have legal
authority to waive the 10% penalty added by the tax assessors for late filing as mandated by OCGA 48-
5-299 according to our research!

Even the Hall County tax bill has a statement advising NO ONE HAS AUTHORITY TO RELIEVE
PENALTIES SET BY LAW. It appears the Hall County Commission has granted corporate tax
relief to these corporations simply because they askedfor it! When a waiver is granted it simply
means that Hall County has given up and abandoned the legal right they have to collect this penalty that
1,540 other Hall County taxpayers are paying! Why would all five of the Hall County Commissioners
do this? If all five of the Hall County commissioners believes this type waiver is proper for large
corporations ,why doesn't Hall County advise the 1540 other taxpayers via a public announcement to
request a time to appear before the Commissioriers and obtain a waiver for the late filing penalty the
same as these large corporations?



The Z F Industries lnc waiver request support file substantiates the tax return in question was not filed
on time which is the only issue involved. Z F admitted they had no record of the tax return even being
mailed in at all! The Wilheit Packaging LLC waiver request support file contains a statement from the
individual that prepared the tax return stating the tax return was mailed in AFTER THE MARCH 1
DEADLINE. The tax return itself was dated March 7afull seven days after the statutory deadline
and the postage meter date was March 8,2008 on the mail in envelope. Please review each support
file infull at Did anyone in the Commissioners office even read the information in
these supportfiles? How could the Commission come to a conclusion these waivers werejustified?

HCCFEG filed an open records request requesting Hall County to supply the specific statutory authority
that allowed the Commission to grant a waiver to these companies for the 10% late filing penalty as
mandated by OCGA 48-5-299.The response was the county did not have documents responsive to our
request in that the county considers this waiver granting a discretionary (Webster- Left to ones own
judgment) decision. Title 48 ofthe Georgia Code, however, does not afford the Commission the
privilege of discretionary action in the matter of giving a waiver to remove the 10% late filing penalty.

Hall County taxpayers should be contacting their respective Hall County Commissioner and asking
questions about these improper waivers and demanding why they were granted. HCCFEG believes any
taxpayer that reviews the support files at applicable to these waivers will come to the
conclusion that there was no legal basis or authority for these waivers to be granted by the Hall County
Commission. It appears the Hall County Board of Tax Assessors followed the law in these two
situations and refused to remove the penalty values assessed. It is unbelievable that the Hall County
Commissioners would override the Hall County Board of Tax Assessors and grant waivers of this
magnitude when county employees are being furloughed one day a month and employee retirement plan
contributions have been suspended to cut cost. Call your Commissioner and let him know your feelings
on this matter! ! !

Paul S. Barnes, President
Hall County Citizens For Efficient Government
POBox 5322
Gainesville, Ga 30504
www.hccfeg.org

http://www.hccfeg.org
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2009 P2091308 STIHL INC 71,800 7,180
2009 P2091311 UNITE PRIVATE NETWORKS 191,400 19,140
2009 P2091314 TOWERCO ASSETS LLC GA 2100 236,100 23,610
2009 P2091316 NORTHEAST GEORGIA HEART CENTE 313,900 31,390
2009 P2091322 BUCKLEY KING CO LPA 9,100 910
2009 P2092014 RECOVERCARELLC-LESSOR 25,000 2,500
2009 P2092015 ASSOCIATED PROVIDER SERVICES- 25,000 2,500
2009 P2092021N RL HAIR SALON INC 15,500 1,550
?OOQ ELQ92022 SATO LABELING SOLUTIONS 95,200 9,520
2009 P2092049N TRACTOAMERICA INC 590,900 59,090
2009 P2092061 THOMPSON MILL MEDICAL OFFICES 35,200 3,520
2009 P2092500 ATTAWAY VALESA KAY 73,000 7,300
2009 P2092504 CRAVEN JASON M 15,900 1,590
2009 P2092511 L H R FARMS INC 322,500 32,250
2009 P2092515 NIXON ALBERT M 111,500 11,150
2009 P2092516 PRICE GARRY G 118,500 11,850
2009 P2092517 SKY HIGH INVESMENTS LLC 40,300 4,030
2009 P2092519 STURGILL BRANT 16,800 1,680
2009 P2092521 WHITMER JAMES H 20,000 2,000
2009 P2092523 COUSAR J BURTON 90,000 9,000
2009 P2092524 DB J PARTNERS LLC 44,800 4,480
2009 P2092526 PERRER MATTHEW D 48,500 4,850
2009 P2092530 T W P EQUIPMENT LEASING LLC 865,500 86,550
2009 P2092531 BALLANCE HARRY GREENE JR 17,000 1,700
2009 P2092532 AMERICAN SECURITY SERVICES INC 367,300 36,730
2009 P2092533 CRAWFORD MIKE R 12,100 1,210
2009 P2092535 WALKER CHRISTOPHER G 90,200 9,020
2009 P2100012N SPECTRUM LEASING 601,000 60,100
2009 P2100469N B & T LEE LLC 283,200 28,320

~ '" -~ .....~ "'-- -------
-7 ..

1/ "Total Record Count.? 1,542 / Total 10% Penalty Value: 11,026,034 i\/

em



HALL COUNTY
BOARD OF COMMISSIONE

AGENDA REQUEST
All items requiring action by the Commissioners must be presented first at a work s The following information
should be provided for each item.

No item will be considered for a wo.rk session until the Department has received uthorization on the item by the
County Administrator or Assistant Administrator.·

Department: 1-J,.O.,L1'AX ASSESSORS

Submitted By: ----Pdf:HARD LATHEM

~

THE ITEM Is FOR:
, Work Session presentation only OR 0 Commission Action N

(no action needed)

Is there a deadline on this item? If so, Explain: __

Department Recommendation:'~l' \

If the action involves a Resolution, Ordinance, Contract, Agreement, etc. has it been reviewe by the County Attorney?

o Yes Explain: __ !

ONo , I

If funding i~ inVOlved, are funds approved within the cu~rent budget?- 'If Yes, Finance AuthoJi-z-at-io-n-iS-R-e-q-U-ir-ed-B-e-'o-w-.---

o Yes Explain: __

DNa

Amount:

Source of Funds:



l\IIMLEjNDATION
DISCUSSION
REPORTBUDGET INFORMATION:

ANNUAL-
CAPITAL-

mSTORY: I

UNDERSTOOD~~t)li~qpII~Ji:'~~~PPLICATIONFOR THE FREEPIRT EXPEMPTION
FACTS AND ISSUES: HAD BEEN FItED~~'~~ALTHOUGHCOMMUNICATIO~ BETWEEN HALL. CO

COMMUNICATION NEVER STATED THE TAX RE~URN & FREEPORT EXE~~TION
. HAD NOT BEEN RECEIVED.. I

OPTIONS: I

DEPAR~ RJL
Prepared by: ~&flS!?



WHELCHEL, DUNLAP, JARRARD & WALKER, LLP

WILLIAM A. BAGWELL
WILLIAM L. ROGERS, JR.
JOHNA. GRAM
EOGAR B. DUNLAP, \I
THOMAS M. COLE
CHRISTOPHER J. WALKER,!II
MADELINE S. WIRT
J. KEVIN THARPE
LUCY KiMBROUGH HENRY
EMILY C. BAGWELL
BETHANY SAULS MAGNUS
CARA R. MITCHELL
RYAN M. REIO
JENNIFER C. COUCH
CARLA J. WALKER
DAVID H. DICKERSON
JAMES M. WRIGHT

405 WASHINGTON STREET, N.E.

P.O. Box ONE

GAINESVILLE, GEORGIA 30503

SUCCESSOR TO

WHELCHEL & DUNLAP, LLP
CAREY, JARRARD & WALKER, LLP

WILLIAM P. WHELCHEL (1895-1975)
JAMES A. DUNLAP (1920-2005J

R. THOMAS JARRARD (1$43-2007)

TELEPHONE (770)535-4001
FAX (no) 532-7361
WWW.WDJWlAW.COM

Mr. William H. Blalock, Jr.
Stewart, Melvin & Frost,LLP
200 Main Street, Suite 600
Gainesville, GA 30503~3280

Pursuant to your voice mail earlier today, I am attaching to this e-mail other copy of
myOctober 30,2009 letter brief, in which I cite the basis for removing or wai~ng the penalties
and interest assigned to ZF. As this letter brief discusses, it is ZF's contention that the penalties
and interest were assessed in error and that their appeal of the penalties and int~rest shall be
granted. t

In addition, a.c.G.A. §48-5-242 allows waiver of penalties and interes in certain
• Icrrcumstances.

. I

I trust this will provide the information you need to support ZF's appea or request that
the penalties and interest be removed or waived.

WHELCHEL, DUNLAP, JARRARD &
VVALKER,LLP I

I~C-
.Emily C. Bagwell

ECBlliw
Attachment
c: Elizabeth Umberson



LAW OFFICES

WHELCHEL, DUNLAP , JARRARD & WALKER,

WillIAM A. BAGWELL
WILUAM L. ROGERS, JR.
JOHN A. GRAM
EDGAR8. DUNLAP, II
THOMAS M. COLE
CHRISTOPHER J. WALKER, III
MADELINE S. WIRT
J. KEVIN THARPE
LUCY KIMBROUGH HENRY
EMlLYC. BAGWEll
BETHANY SAULS MAGNUS
CARA R. MITCHELL
RYAN M. REIO
JENNIFER C. COUCH
CARLA J. WALKER,
DAVID H. DICKERSON

405 WASHINGTON STREET, N.E.
P.O. Box ONE

GAINESVILLE, GEORGIA 30503

SUCCESSOR TO

WHELCHEL & DUNLAP, LLP
CAREY, JARRARD & WALKER. llP

WILLIAM P. WHELCHEL (1895.1975)
JAMES A. DUNLAP (1920-2005)

R THOMAS JARRARD (1943· 2007)

TELEPHONE (770)535-4001
FAX (no) 532-7361
WWW.WDJWLAW.COM

Mr. William H. Blalock, Jr.
Stewart, Melvin & Frost, LLP
200 Main Street, Suite 600
Gainesville, GA 30503-3280

Pursuant to our conversation last week, I am communicating to you in 'ting the legal
basis ZF Industries, Inc. has for its assessment appeal. As you lmow, ZF Indus .es appealed to
the Board of Assessors the valuation dated September 2, 2009, a copy of which is enclosed.
ZF's appeal letter, dated October 1, 2009, also is enclosed.

ZF Industries received notice of a valuation in April, 2009, a copyofw 'ch is enclosed,
which establish,~~an~Y~et?ryv~~:?f$23,896,656as?an equipmentvalu~ti n of
$10,363,830.&1~£~J;B~L\!§m~-c- ,IJb'<~0 <cl'~~t1~Wetum and
Freeport exemption application had be~~~l~e!~§l~d?~F Industries wasnofco cemed with the

c~~~:~:~~a~~~~o::::e:~~~~~~;~~~f~!~~1*~t~~~~~t i:s~::~ ~~f:~:;:~~a;~:;d
,,- later. Furthermore, the April 30, 2009 letter, a copy of which is enclosed, requesting additional

information was identi9al or similar to ones received in previous years, when Freeport
~~Rc~:~t!~~_as~related re~~ unquestionably tltj1t1tmJttm~t~l.Accordingly, ~~~lM!~~X~l~:Jl£I

~qBl?L~~J£J!J8~ihe valuation process was proceedmg In the usual course of bus ness.

It was not until a conversation in early August, 2009, between Richard athem with the
Tax.Assessors' Office and Jim Merrimal'1with the ZF plant in Gainesville, that learned for
the first time that its Freeport exemption and tax.return had not been received b the Tax
Assessors' Office.

Y'a1Yatt6~,<>~t,s~ta:::e~~:\~:~~~,e;;~~i~~:~l~~~:~;I;.~~~<R~~~~I~~~~fifff~i;W
inventory and equipment valuations. A copy of Mr. Lathem's notes, which he rnished to ZF,
are enclosed. As these notes clearly reflect, Mr. Lathem adjusted both the equi ment and
inventory values as part of the late August/early September adjustments. He thfn included the
combined changes on ';.;.'ie September 2009 valuation notice. As there was a charge in the
valuation methodology, namely offsetting the two values against each other, Z~ clearly had a
right to appeal and challenge these values. Essentially, the Tax.Assessors' Offipe has attempted
to complete two different valuations on the same property. o.C.G.A. §48-5-30 requires notice
of changes in a taxpayer's return in value. In addition, Ro ers v. DeKalb COUll Board of Tax
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Mr. William H. Blalock, Jr .
October 30, 2009
Page 2

Assessors, 247 Ga. 726 (1981), describes that while no particular method of va ation is
required, valuations must be fair. Because the September notice included chan es to both the
equipment and the inventory, even though this is not reflected on the face of the notice, ZF is .
entitled to appeal both categories of values. In addition, ZF's appeal letter deafly outlines that it
is appealing both categories of values. I

Under O.C.G.A. §48~5~20(a)(i),a taxpayer who has returned or paid taXiesin a county for
the preceding year and "who fails to return his property for taxation for the CU1enttax year as
required by this chapter, shall be deemed to have returned for taxation the samr,property as was
returned or deemed to have been returned in the preceding tax year at the same' aluation as the
property was finally determined to have been subject to taxation the preceding ear." Pursuant

to this su,bsection,ZF Industries is deemed to hacve a,ut..0..IDati.·ca..11.
y
T eturn'.'.e.d l..·.ts p~.r..~!.•.... perty A·co·

py
.of the 2008 return, together with the schedule and r~.conci1iation\Vorksheet~.VI~.c~acco~Panied

!B~rYhJm'\V~~b~p~?v~~e~~~separate cover. ~idii~!Ym£.~ty~2iMtQfJJr~pro]le~w1llcnJils~\
ItJ~jnclud~~::ffi1li~.~QJ[g',i~~i:f~ince, under o.CIr.A. §48-5-20, ZF is deemed automatically to Y ~f;;;;J" :

have filed this same property for return in 2009, it is not subject to a penalty. 1.r;;/;;~ti-{ ~1,9r'""""!
.I . trJ'('~ J ;.:7);) I ..< r, '.'C/'l 1>(11" aN; r.,>~¥ p{ f' fl~i~

\ ~0 M''''. r:. ~Jrv :
OIl fl v .i1 . ~,-1;:J{7-1 .

~%c.Jtfr.. d. I '.(tv'.I>/)I). :
1("'1/· ..
J jV . ,

. "' G't!'tc,rv(2) 1}y]t1ts~;~~<~~~t~r..£~~~~li~.~~l~~1~lJ!,~~~~~~~?I:,~ich rFpresents
improvements-ou'existll:i:fpropenyMsmce ISlast return." '!

I

Several Georgia cases, including Cobb County Board of Tax Assessors v. Morrison, 249 Ga.
App. 691 (2001); Fulton County Board of Tax Assessors v. Butner, 258 Ga. Ap~. 68 (2002); and
Simmons v. Board of Tax Assessors of Effingtham County, 268 Ga. App. 411 (2004) also
support this proposition.' .

2. To the extent the application was not received by the Hall County Tax Office, there is
a genuine mistake of fact and it should be deemed filed.'

As stated to the Board of Tax Assessors at the hearing, ZF Industries~j~g.Q~tlJ.':lilili
iJ,q~1i~$.all!!£!-!J;h~~~plicationfor the Freeport exemption had been filed. Although there was
communICationbetween the Hall County Tax Office and ZF subsequent to the initial filing
deadline of March 1, 2009, the communication never stated or suggested that the tax return and
Freeport exemptioirn~(l'~~t ..~~.~~Tt~~~~0~~;,,1Jnfact, an April 30, 2009 letter from the Board of
Tax Assessors, a copy of whicnis~enC1osea;:jsuggestedjust the opposite. As yoh will note, the
letter states that theHall County Board of Tax Assessors is currently "reviewink TY2009 ad

!



Mr. William H. Blalock, Jr.
October 30,2009
Page 3

valorem tax returns." The letter also refers to a review ofZF's "current Hall cdunty assessment
records" and sought additional information. The letter does not either state or siliggest that the

be~,{~I1~~11~1 . '1'
I

As you may know, ZF Industries, Inc., was the subject of an audit by HaIl1 County in
2006, which reviewed the personal property returns for 2003, 2004 and 2205. aFreceived a
clean audit letter, a copy of which is attached. The Tax Assessors' Office was dlearly familiar
with ZF and its history of keeping timely and accurate records. As the Board 0 I Tax Assessors
heard during the current appeal process, if ZF Industries"":[~!'l~
letter that its tax. return or Freeport exet;nption application ha , would

."!!.hc..~.";::~'~¥~yg.~l~~immediately. At worst, ZF would have been entitled t;~t;j~~~£!f~~~t2W1Ei'
z~J&w:ptmn"i","".J>'} . I

3. The Board of Tax Assessors ma choose to extend the filindea1lineunder
a.c.G.A. §48~5-300.l(d).

I

O.C.G.A. §48-5-3QO.l(d) provides that "[w]here, before the expiration 3fthetime
prescribed in this Code section for the assessment of any tax. imposed by this c~apter with
respect to personal property, both the board of tax. assessors and the person subjrct to assessment
have consented in Miting to its assessment after such time, the tax. may be asse~sed at anytime
prior to the expiration of the agreed upon period. The period so agreed upon may be extended by
subsequent agreements in writing made before the expiration of the previously agreed upon
period. The board of assessors is authorized in any such agreement to extend similarly the
period within which a claim for refund may be :fi~ed". . J

We respectfully request that the Board of Tax Assessors consent in writing to an
extension of the time for assessment. By such an extension of time, this also w6uld provide ZF
Industries' Freeport exemption application and tax return to be deemed to have been filed within
the appropriate time period.

I appreciate your consideration of ZF's p.osition on these issues, and I Wfl'l1be glad to
answer any questions you may have.

Sincerely,

\VHELCHEL, DUNLAP, JARRAjRD &

~C~(di{
Emily C. Bagwell .

ECBlliw
Enclosures
P:IECB\Lettem\Blalock BilllO.29-09.doc



ZF Industries. Inc .. 1261 Palmour Drive SW
Gainesville. GA 30501 ' USA

Dept.

From

Phone

Fax
E-mail

Your Ref,

Our Ref.

Hall County Board of Tax Assessors
Personal Property Department
300 Henry Ward Way. Suite 203
P.O. Box 1780
,Gainesville, GA 30503

.' ommereial Vehicle and Sped

r"""oe r"''OI",,,

Executive
~beth Umberson'

i

678-989-5673
,

678-939-5105

jli,"b,th.umb,",On@".~m

i
<bet 1,2009

I

To Wb.om It May Concern: I

Please accept this letter as an appeal of the 2009 assessment for ZF Industries, Ine's ("ZF's")
personal property in accordance with the attached Property Valuatipn and Assessment
Notice which was mailed on September 2, 2009. We hereby respec~y request a hearing
·date be scheduled to review the 2009 assessment fm personal propert~ Account #0881610-
,01. I

It is 0UI' opinion that the Current Value and Assessed Value are overstated fo.r this account.
, I

1. Our main contention in this appeal is the disallowance of the Freeport Exemption by
the County. In April 2009 (after the deadline for filing the 2009 personal property
statement), Mr. Lathem requested supplemental information i in regards to the
Inventory Freeport Exemption from Mr. Jim Merriman, .Controll5f for ZF Gainesville,
The lett~r r,equ6sung additional information stated that __~e Bo¥~ .of T~"( Assess~rs:~:~::=gI~:~d our tax,..et e upon thiie;~r~tO:l ~~:a~~~
received our tax return an was requesting additional information in order to set the
assessment at the proper leveL The fact that the county had not ~eceived the Personal
Property Return and Application for Freeport Exemption was ,~ot disclosed in this
letter; in fact it implied the opposite. (see attached Notice of Officlal Review)

2. ZF provided Mr. Lathem the information requested regarding th~ Inventory Freeport
Exemption. In addition. Mr. Merriman provided Mr.'Lathem with information related
to phmt machinery and equipment oJiginally purchased in 200~, which was exempt

IZF Industries, Inc.
h261 Palrnou( Drive SW

President Elizabeth Umberson IGainesvilie. GA 30501
www.zLcorn ,Phone 1-770-531-2800



from property tax for a 5 year period which ended in 2Q08. Based on the
Itnfornlation provided, Mr. Lathem adjusted the property tax Current Value and

Assessed Value for Account 088180-01 for the machinery and equipment on
September 9. 2009, but did not adjust the Inventory valuationl' The assessment notice·
mailed by the department on 9/2/2009 shows no adjustment tp the Fair Market Value
or the Assessed Value of the Industrial Inventory portion of ou~ account. (See attached
Property Valuation and Assessment Notice dated 9/2/2009). I

I

3. ZF provided Mr. Lathem all information necessary to addresA the Inventory Freeport
Exemption and Mr. Lathem's work papers show an adju~ent to the value of the
inventory. This change in the valuation of the inventory ~as not reflected on the
assessment notice mailed on 9/2/2009. (See attached Mr. Lathem's supporting work
papers.)

4. At no time during these discussions and requests for suppor~ng informaUon did Mr.
Lathem mfeJ\mtlZF"·:lli~tc:itlE'~~CitmllaZJimriCfua[~~Jmn.ZF Jras not informed of this
~ssue until August 20OS, in a phone call between Mr. Lathem and Mr. Merriman.

·.~J)mc'1qE~gl~Jl~~:mig~d.;,th!llffie;;;retUrIFLwaS1Pfepar:e,g::blltl~~,cP~9,y;~}:tYQ;~f
JI~J;fQLC,}ciQ".'iI1o~tr~lngtr1J,tJ~'1~tP:~7',;.~~~:p.1;yJf~;£~ .

. ,

The local assessor has clearly established an internal policy and procedure to request
supplemental information from ZF Industries, Inc. in order to develop the Fair Market Value!
and Assessed Value of our property. This additional supporting documentation has always
·hf1en timely provided to Mr. Lathem. It has been the custom of Mr. Lathem to discuss these
suhmissions directly with Mr. Merriman.

I

Therefore, we hereby request a review of the entire valuation of the Industrial· Inventory of
ZF Industries, Inc. including the portion that would qualify for· exe~p~~?n.a~:~e?P?~~
Inventory. We contend that the value of our ta,xable inventory should beE~Zi¥tQ.g:§.§"~jL~l"iQQJl~J
Fair l'vlarket Value and 962,341 at 40% Fair Ivlarket Value.

Valuation information supporting a reduction in the assessed value will be provided to the
County Appraisal Staff.

We thank you for your consideration in this matter.
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PERSONAL PRQPERTYDEIi'Affi'MENT

fihone: (770}531·&749

I

FORM17· GHIA,II

Mli!mber

'SCARO OF TAX ASSESS:ORS I G;:::~s~~\~~
WA~L, QO;UNT¥'OA I rh~13:rn~fiortalAss.ocllitlQti

Asii~51i1i:l,Qfficers

II' - ... -'. .'
~0ST OFFICE BOX 1780

GAI~ESV1LLE, GEORG1A305tJ3
I FAX; (170)531·G754

OFFICIAL REVIEW

Date of Notrce:
04/30/20090881610 .

Z F INDUSTRIES (Ne
1261 PALMOUR DR SW
GAINESVilLE GA 30501

f'?a($irs:·

:rhe Hall County Board ofTaxAssesSors is currentlyreviewlng TY 2009 ad valorem taxIf~tu,f!linrf'lgard to business
p.ersotlal property assessments. .~~ I

.In reviewing your-current HaUCourrty ai~~mm~s~~wasob~erved the following is needed;

JI-) Copy of specific do~tlmentation from your buoks of acoolJntif1~ which substantiates booked cos~ for invenf-ory at your
;~inesvlHl3, ~A /Hall COlmtylocation as of December 31,20015. ,If yeurGeneral Ledger Trial B~laDce is not'delailec! by
J6C<;l~i~m,tben documentati.Otlsnouldbe-acppYQTan,actual inv",ntory record{s) taken dire)::tiy from your:b(loks of a.coo\,mtlog
'¥{n.iCh r~fjecfsboo1<Eiqinyeti~dto/. cest.,aLsa[q's.tor6/:facijiiy Cjs:.pfQ$CEimber;al, 2DP8, bl' y¢u maY$u9stituteSchedule L, pag~$
11~&3"!3sifitedWfth:yotlr 2008, REimeraUMdme.Ta;(: R~turn if f6r~)f.leIO¢atitln ooly, ". • .

(?JBop¥'ofeui'tent he'okB1jdepre(jjatitjnschedlll~fbr same storelfaCility that' reflects item' description, d-ateptlrchase and
.&st Th1s:ubcortreniatiq-o'should be: tnine fotmbfa:cdeiailed deIDl'eclafion. scn,EJQule taken directly from your books of
,~:C,C'0Uhtilig. Ybushquld also submit an itemiZe'd flSting if said depreCiation schedul~ does not itemize machioory'and
;$!juiprnent own'ed as of December 31, 200'8 and used as 179 daductiol'lon your Federal Tax Return.

Therefore, in order to determine your correct property tax liability, plE;)as,e consi~er this correspondence an official requestthat
the above mentiQfleddocumentation' and/odnfbrmation be submitted within 15 days. so that our review can be commenced
~nd completed in a prompt mariner. ' ,

O.C.GA 48-5-300 provides the tax assessors authority to require production of documents, by ~l!bpoena if necessary, which
c~ntaln verification nee\ied to determine proper 8psessments: '.

tl'J',;1l'1kin~.Youil1advan~~ for yO\;l[ GOo~eration in this matter.

t;)'a119qp~tyB9ar<,LpfT~x.~s'~sMts
k€rrs.oti~:jl,Ptop:eftY Depan.meflf "
nO;,'5~1'-6700 . . .
776-531-674'8

lpad
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BOARD OF TAX ft~SSESSORS
HALL COUNTY, GEORGIA

MEMBER
Georgia II.ssociation

Assessing Officials

International Associalion
Assessin 9 0 fHeors

Mr. Greg Urbanick
ZF Industries, Inc.
1261 Palmour Drive SW
GainesviIIe, 'GA 30501

. POST OFFICE BOX 1780
GAINESVILLE, GEORGIA 30503

nO/531-6749

We have concluded the audit of the HaIl County Business Personal Property Tax Return
review for ZF Industries, Inc. (Account #0881610).

The al;ldithas detennined that the Personal Property Returns for the years 2005, 2004 and
2003 required no adjustments, .

If you have any questions or comments regarding the audit, please contact either Mendola &
Associates, LLC at (770) 631-3911 or myself.

Lyman Martin '
Chief Appraiser - Personal Property
Hall County Board of Tax Assessors



009 Property Tax Statement

f!Jeith Echols
all County Tax Commissioner
.0. Box 1579
;ainesville, GA 30503
ww.hallcounty.org

Payments By Mastercard, Discover and Visa Accepted.
Please fill out information below anq return by mail or fax.

·.Ri;i:Y.8'ftl'fH~:PQBj;IP~Wl'tHfA'Li'!1.~ft]
(1% interest per month will be added if not paid by due date)

Amount $, Expiration Date: _

Credit Card#: -.- _

Card Holder Printed Name: -----f---------
Card Holder Signature: ..,-- _
Phone Number: _

***Note: All credit card payments will be charged a convenience
fee of 2.59%. Payments can be made online at
www.hallcountv.org.

**Note: All returned checks will be turned over to Tiger Tranz, a
check recovery service, and wil( be charged a NSF fee of
$30.00 plus additional charges. [

Z F Industries In" .;
1261 Palmo1.lfDr
Gainesville, GA30501-6860

(eith Echols
~all County Tax Commissioner
'.0. Box 1579
;ainesville, GA 30503
iIWW.hallcounty.org

Tax Payer: Z F INDUSTRIES IliC
Map Code: P0881610 PERSONAL

Description: INV AND/OR F'tJIUoj/FIXJ1vIACHIEQUIP

Location:
Bill No: 2009-111989

District: 004 GAINESVILLE

30ARD OF EDUCATION-SCHOOL TAX Levied by the Board of Education representing 61% of your tax bill.
:CHOOL I l-_-_-_-_-_-l-~~~~-=l l I I I
~OUNTY GENERAL TAX Levied by the County Board of Commissioners representing 26% of your tax bill.

13,704,194.00 0.00 13,704,194.00 9.230 126,489.71 0.00 85,651.21
13,704,194.00 0.00 13,704,194.00 -2.980 0.00 -40,838.50 0.00

Levied by the County Board of Commissioners representing 6% of your tax bill.

,ROSS CmJNTY
SALES TAX CREDIT

~OUNTY FIRE TAX

34,260,486.00
34,260,486.00

,ROSS UNINC FIRE
INSURANCE PREMIUM CREDIT

•

,ROSS INC FIRE

,TATE TAX
:TATE

)THER CHARGES
ATE OR NON-FILLING PENALTY;
:OLIDWASTE
:TREET LIGHTS

Levied by the State of Georgia representing 1% of your tax bill.

34,260,486.00 I 13,704,194.00 I 0.00 I 13,704,194.00 I 0.25b~ 3,426.051 0.00 I

k COPf ~/'I /

http://www.hallcountv.org.


2009 Property Tax Statement
Keith Echols
Hall County Tax Commissioner
P.O. Box 1579
Gainesville, GA 30503
www.hallcounty.org!depts!taxcomm!

MAKE CHECK OR MONEY ORDER PAYABLE TO:

Hall County Tax Commissioner

Z F INDUSTRIES INC
1261 PALMOUR DR SW
GAINESVillE, GA 30501

Map: P0881610N

Last payment made on: 12109/2009
Location:
Payments By Mastercard, Visa, and Discpver Accepted.
Please fill out information below and retu~n by mail or fax.

re:~tn;a:# _:~=====_Ex_p_ir_at_io_n_D_a_te~i.~~~~~~_-_-_-~ I

bard Holder Printed Name: ~ I

hone Number: _
Note: All credit card payments will be charged a fee of 2.59%.

(1 % interest per month will be added if not paid by due date)

~----------------------------------r-------------
Keith Echols
Hall County Tax Commissioner
P.O. Box 1579
Gainesville, GA 30503
www.hallcounty.org/depts/taxcomm/

APPEALED

Tax Payer: Z F INDU~TRIES INC
Map Code: P0881610N PERSONAL

Description: UNREPOFRTED MACH & EQUIP
Location: "

Bill No: 2009-8000130
District: 004 GAIN.ESVILLE

~
-;J;e a tno Qt1f err la-fe Or /1011 +:11,'113 fena.I-fy

tLa(Vtd 0/1 +hi s a.cc CJOf] + LJ,.PS -1 g/6. 37.
(See a.-ffach ed)

Payment by mail is encouraged. However, you may pay taxes at the following 3 locations:
1. North Hall Tag Office, Quillian Corner
2. South Hall Tag Office, College Square Shopping Center
3. Main Office, Downtown Gainesville, Administration Building

All offices are open M - F, 8:00 - 4:30, except for North Hall which closes from 12:30 - 1:30.
There are payment drop boxes located at all locations.

0.0
0.0
0.0

20,135.91
0.0

http://www.hallcounty.org!depts!taxcomm!
http://www.hallcounty.org/depts/taxcomm/


REG:l2.~_ . .f3 TRANS. DATE: llD.(.?8!?0.lQ.:
TRANS RANGE: [=~=3i20Q . CHECK NO:

[~TR·AiTsACTIONS~1DETAILSI) L__ ._~---L ,__ . .__ ~ ~ ~. ~_._



2002 Property Tax Statement
Keith Echols
Hall County Tax Commissioner
P.O. Box 1579
Gainesville, GA 30503
www.hallcounty.org/depts/taxcomm/

MAKE CHECK OR MONEY ORDER PAYABLE TO:

Hall County Tax Commissioner

Map: P0881610

Last payment made on: 11/27/2002

Location: 1261 PALMOUR DR SW

!Payments By Mastercard, Visa, and Discover Accepted.
Please fill out information below and return by mail or fax.

Z F INDUSTRIES INC
1261 PAlMOUR DR SW
GAINESVillE, GA 30501

____ Expiration Date: _

:::i~:~;:r#~rinted Name: _

""""""'"====-Phone Number: _
Note: All credit card payments will be charged a fee of 2.59%.

(1% interest per month will be added if not paid by due date)

~------------------------------------------------
Keith Echols Tax Payer: Z F INDUSTRIES INC
Hall County Tax Commissioner Map Code: P0881610 PERSONAL
P.C? Bo~ 1579 Description: INVENTORY/ MACHINERY & EQUIPME
Gamesville, GA 30503 . .
www.hallcounty.org/depts/taxcomm/ Location: 1261 PALMOUR DR SW

Bill No: 2002-88673
District: 004 GAINESVILLE

A S5t>ssed

Payment by mail is encouraged. However, you may pay taxes at the following 3 locations:
1. North Hall Tag Office, Quillian Corner
2. South Hall Tag Office, College Square Shopping Center
3. Main Office, Downtown Gainesville, Administration Building

All offices are open M - F, 8:00 - 4:30, except for North Hall which closes from 12:30 - 1:30.
There are payment drop boxes located at all locations.

Penalty
Interest

Other Fees
Previous Payments

Back taxes

0.0
0.0
0.0

89,998.7
0.0

http://www.hallcounty.org/depts/taxcomm/
http://www.hallcounty.org/depts/taxcomm/


2001 Property Tax Statement
Keith Echols
Hall County Tax Commissioner
P.O. Box 1579
Gainesville, GA 30503
www.hallcounty.org/depts/taxcomm/

MAKE CHECK OR MONEY ORDER PAYABLE TO:

Hall County Tax Commissioner

Map: P0881610

Last payment made on: 12/28/2001

Location: 1261 PALMOUR DR SW

Payments By Mastercard, Visa, and DiscoverAccepted.
Please fill out information below and return by mail or fax.

Z F INDUSTRIES INC
1261 PAlMOUR DR SW
GAINESVillE, GA 30501

-
I

ard Holder Printed Name: ----------1
ard Holder Signature: I

Phone Number: -_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-~_ I
Note: All credit card payments will be charged a fee of 2.59%.

(1% interest per month will be added if not paid by due date)

~------------------------------------------------

Keith Echols Tax Payer: Z F INDUSTRIES INC
Hall County Tax Commissioner Map Code: P0881610 PERSONAL
P.O. Box 1579 Description: INVENTORY
Gainesville, GA 30503 .
www hallcounty org/depts/taxcomm/ Location: 1261 PAlMOUR DR SW

. . Bill No: 2001-89116
District: 004 GAINESVillE

Payment by mail is encouraged. However, you may pay taxes at the following 3 locations:
1. North Hall Tag Office, Quillian Corner
2. South Hall Tag Office, College Square Shopping Center
3. Main Office, Downtown Gainesville, Administration Building

All offices are open M - F, 8:00 - 4:30, except for North Hall which closes from 12:30 - 1:30.
There are payment drop boxes located at all locations.

Penalty
Interest

Other Fees
Previous Payments

Back taxes

http://www.hallcounty.org/depts/taxcomm/


2000 Property Tax Statement
Keith Echols
Hall County Tax Commissioner
P.O. Box 1579
Gainesville, GA 30503
www.hallcounty.org/depts/taxcomm/

MAKE CHECK OR MONEY ORDER PAYABLE TO:

Hal/ County Tax Commissioner

Map: P0881610
Last payment made on: 11/30/2000

Location:
Payments By Mastercard, Visa, and Discover Accepted.
Please fill out information below and return by mail or fax.

Z F INDUSTRIES INC
1261 PAlMOUR DR SW
GAINESVIllE, GA 30501

••••••••••~--~=ard Holder Printed Name: -----------=~
-Phone Number: _

Note: All credit card payments will be charged a fee of 2.59%.

(1% interest per month will be added if not paid by due date)

~------------------------------------------------
Keith Echols Tax Payer: Z F INDUSTRIES INC
Hall County Tax Commissioner Map Code: P0881610 PERSONAL
P.O. Box 1579 Description: IND INV:ADJ:CORR VALUE
Gainesville, GA 30503 .
www.hal/county.org/depts/taxcomm/ Location:

Bill No: 2000-79264
District: 004 GAINESVILLE

;155essed

Payment by mail is encouraged. However, you may pay taxes at the following 3 locations:
1. North Hall Tag Office, Quillian Corner
2. South Hall Tag Office, College Square Shopping Center
3. Main Office, Downtown Gainesville, Administration Building

All offices are open M - F, 8:00 - 4:30, except for North Hall which closes from 12:30 - 1:30.
There are payment drop boxes located at all locations.

0.0
0.0
0.0

83,208.7
0.00

http://www.hallcounty.org/depts/taxcomm/
http://www.hal/county.org/depts/taxcomm/


HALL COUN'IY GOVERN:NIENT
BOi\RD OFCOl\l1\HSSIONERS



WILHEIT PACKAGING LLC SUPPORT

FILE FOR WAIVER OF 10% PENALTY

LEVIED BY HALL COUNTY TAX BOARD.

THIS INFORMATION OBTAINED BY

HCCFEG BY FILING AN OPEN RECORDS

REQUEST WITH THE HALL COUNTY

COMMISSIONERS OFFICE.



770-531-6749

MAP AND PARCEL 1.0. NO.

TAXPAYER NAME AND ADDRESS

W/LHEIT PACKAGING, LLC
1527 MAY DRIVE
GAINESVILLE, GA 30507-8464

To avoid a 10% penalty on items not previousl returned,
file not later than the due date listed above:-ihis return is
subject to audit by the Board of Tax Assessors under
O.C.G.A. § 48-5-299 and 48-5-300. The return and
supporting schedule must be completed and returned in
order for property to be properly returned. Department of
Revenue Rule 560-11-10-.08 (3) (C)

BUSINESS PHYSICAL LOCATION
1527 MAY DRIVE

GAINESVillE, GA 30507·8464

IF MAILING ADDRESS OR NAME IS INCORRECT, PLEASE
CORRECT IN THE SPACE PROVIDED BELOW.

ADDRESS:

CITY, STATE, ZIP:

The values from Schedules A, B, and C should be listed below. If these
values, in your opinion, do not reflect fair market value then you may list
your estimate of value under the column headed Taxpayers Returned Value.

F. Furniture/Fixtures/Machinery/Equipment- includes all
fixtures, furniture, office equipment, computer hardware,
production machinery, off-road vehicles, farm equipment and
implements, tools and implements of manual laborers' trade,
leasehold improvements personal property in nature and
construction in progress personal property in nature.

AXPAYER RETURNED INDICATED VALUE FROM
VALUE, AS OF JAN. 1 SCHEDULES A, B, & C

ventory -- Includes all raw materials, goods in process,
Ilnished goods, livestock and agricultural products, all
consumable supplies used in the process of manufacturing,
distributing, storing or merchandising of goods and services,
floor planned inventory and spare parts. Does not include
inventory receiving ~reeport Exemption under O.C.GA § 48-
5-48.2.

P. Freeport Inventory -- Includes inventory receiving exemption
Under a,c.G.A. § 48-5-48.2 .

Z. Other Personal- Includes all personal property not otherwise
defined above.

It shall bEjthe duty jOf the county Board of Tax Assessors to investigate and inquire into the property owned in the county for the purpose of
ascertaining what,property is subject to taxation and to require the proper return of the property for taxation.

TAXPAYER'S DECLARATION
"I do solemnly swear that I have carefully read (or have heard read) and have duly considered the questions propounded in the
foregoing tax list, and that the value placed by meon the property returned, as shown by the list, is the true market value thereof;
and I further swear that I returned, for the purpose, of being taxed thereon, every species of property that I own in my own right
or have control of either as agent, executor, admi~istrator, or otherwise; and that in making this return, for the purpose of being
taxed thereon, I have not attempted either by transferring my property to another or by any other means to evade the laws
governing taxation in this state. I do further swear that in making this return I have done so by estimating the true worth and
value of every species of property contained there~n." .





5wilheit PACKAGING
'1527 May Drive

Gainesville, GA 30507

P. O. Box 111
Gainesville, GA 30503

770.532.4421
Fax 770.532.8956
www.wilheit.com

Keith Echols
Hall County Tax Commissioner
P.O. Box 1579
Gainesville, GA 30503

Re: Wilheit Packaging, LLC, Bill No. 2008-111990

~_1L:~Dear Mr. ~ols: _

Enclosed is our payment for the 2008 personal property taxes in the amount of
$42,861.30. Please note the bill included a $4,021.08 penalty for late filing, which are
asking you to remove for the reasons given below.

We were aware of the March 1st filing deadline and take seriously our
nsibility to comply with the filing requirements;

Our records mdicate the returns were mal e pnor to the March 1st deadline,
despite the postmark showin a March 8th date;
Our accountant prepared several returns for us with similar deadlines, which were
mailed at the saine time and we have no other notification oflate filing; and
Even if there were an eight day delinquency, a penalty of $4,021.08 is abusive
given the evidence of our diligence in our efforts to meet the intent of the law, both
currently and in the past.

Sincerely, ,

~~l'-, \()~
Philip A. Wilheit,
Managing Member

http://www.wilheit.com


~ wilheit PACKAGING
P. O. Box 111
Gainesville, GA 30503

c\~t.SPOs~
".J ~

& ~ ;;: ::I .•.•"·..'-·c (I, (' -:OOioP' _

5 ~ -PITNEY BOWES

)~ ·02 1P $ 000.42° ...
~~ 0003091064 t.pGT) 3 2008
..• MAILED FROM ZIpceODC3D5DTJ

KEITH ECHOLS
HALL COUNTY TAX COMMISSIONER
P.O. BOX 1579
GAINESVILLE, GA 30503



Adjusted Net Taxable Millage
Entity FMV Assessment Exemptions Value Rate Gross Tax Credit Net Tax

STATE 4,386,134.00 1,754,454.0C 1,754,454.00 .25C 438.61 438.6

GROSS UNINC FIRE 4,386,134.00 1,754454.00 1,754,454.00 2.65 4,649.30 2,649.2:
INSURANCE PREMIUM CREDIT 1,754,454.00 -1.14 -2,000.08

c;OI Ir w. 4,386,134.00 O.OC 0.00 .00 ~-.........m
( .ATE OR NON FILING PENALTY , 4,386,134.00 O.OC 0.00 .00 4,021.0c L 4,021.01

TOTALS ) 24.43C 54,637.0 -7,754.69 46,882.31'--- ~

2008 Property Tax Statement
Keith Echols
Hall County Tax Commissioner
P.O. Box 1579
Gainesville, GA 30503
www.hallcounty. 0rg/depts/taxco mm/

MAKE CHECK OR MONEY ORDER PAYABLE TO:
Hall County Tax Commissioner

WILHEIT PACKAGING LLC
1527 MAY DR
GAINESVILLE, GA 305078464

RETURN THIS PORTION WITH PAYMENT
(1 % interest per month will be added if not paid by due date)

'5<---------
Keith Echols
Hall County Tax Commissioner
P.O. Box 1579
Gainesville, GA 30503
www.hallcounty.org/depts/taxcomm/

Phone: (770) 531-6950 Fax: (770) 297-2311
Building Land
Value Value

o 0
Acres
.0000

\GROSSCOUNTY
I SALES TAX CREDIT
ISCHOOL

4,386,134.001 1,754,454.0q
I I

4,386,134.001 1,754,454.od

Bill No.
2008-111990

Due Date

12/01/2008

TOTAL DUE

46,882.38

Payment good through: 12J01/20C
Printed: 10/16/2001

Location:
payments By Mastercard and Visa Accepted.
Please fill out information below and return by mail or fax.

tmount: $ Expiration Date: _

Icredit Card #:

Icard Holder Printed Name:

Icard Holder Signature:

fhone Number: _IHNot" I'JI "e'"med Cheok, will be "'"ged a fee of $25.00

Tax Payer: WILHEIT PACKAGING LLC
Map Code: P2021577 PERSONAL

Description: INV AND/OR FURN/FIXIMACH/EQUIP

Location:
Bill No: 2008-111990

District: 001 HALL COUNTY UNINCORPORATED

Due Billing
Date Date

12101/2008

1,754,454.001 9.53q
1,754,454.001 -3.28g
1 754454.001 16.42d

I
-5,754.611

I

16,719.9:)
1

28,808.1:j

Payment by mail is encouraged. However, you may pay taxes at the following 3 locations: Current Due , 46,882.38
1. North Hall Tag Office, Quillian Corner i
2. South Hall Tag Office, College Square Shopping Center Penalty I 0.00
3. Main Office, Downtown Gainesville, Administration Building Interest I 0.00

All offices are open M - F, 8:00 - 4:30, except for North Hall which closes from 12:30 - 1:30. Other Fees i 0.00
There are payment drop boxes located at all locations. Previous Payments I 0,00

Back taxes I 0,00
TOTAL DUE I 46,882.381

http://www.hallcounty.org/depts/taxcomm/


HALL COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

EXECUTIVE SU\1MARY

( ) RECOlVlMENDATION
( ) POLICY DISCUSSION
( ) STATUS REPORT
( ) OTHER

BUDGET INFORLVIATION:
AJ.~AL-
CAPITAL-

FACTS AND ISSUES: STAT~S ..M.~ELED RETURNS .~RIORTO .~CH 1ST DEADLINE, >j)~si>I:tEliijl
fQ~TMA:RxsHb~q'.A.'~C1I~TII.·]).A.xel ACCOUNTANT MAILEn'·SIMiiAR-
DEADLINES WHICH WAS' MAILElf AT SAME TIME WITH NO DELINQUENCY.

DEPARTlVIENT: ~
Prepared by: KiJit fC



HALL COUNTY
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

AGENDA REQUEST
All items requiring action by the Commissioners must be presented first at a work session. The following information
should be provided for each item.

No item will be considered for a wOJk session until the Department has received authorization on the item by the
County Administrator or Assistant Administrator.

Department: 185/TAX COMMISSIONER

Submitted By: KEITH ECHOLS

Item of Business: WILHEIT PACKAGING

o Work Session presentation only
(no action needed)

Is there a deadline on this item? If so, Explain: __

THE ITEM IS FOR:
OR 0 Commission Action Needed.

D~
~No

If funding is involved, are funds approved within the current budget? If Yes, Finance Authorization is Required Below.

o Yes Explain: __

o No

Autho'rlZed forWork ~Sessionl
;';d;"'i~" •.., •....,;..-"'..•;,_ "'''·."",,;r'"'·~··'~·,;.,·."..;:;:-,,;;,,;;..,,,~;"''''-''''~'''-;;·.....ll

Finance Dept. Authorization:, _~ ----,.,,--- _e ,-0:

tt·····:3d.·77··j~~M
.'- '\(J. """'-b-<\ - ... ." .. ,

Comments: _

Budgeted Amount: _

Work Session Date:Z;gr'[\·~(§?§~·-



Hall County Finance Department

P.O. Drawer 1435· Gainesville, GA 30503
Fax 770/531-6711

Date: December 3, 2008

Re: Request for Tax Bill Refund

In accordance with the directives of the Hall County Commission and the County Administrator, the Finance
Department bas reviewed the following claim for waiver of interest and/or penalties relative to property taxes:

Tax Bill Number.
Claim Amount(s):

2008-111990
Late Filing Fee $4,021.08

[2J
D
D

No iDdicati~n of cu1i'Slbilio/.()L~q()rbythe County, the offices of tIi.e' Tax,~o~~sioIl~r,:~ili~:j
~~ ,assess~rs.Jr~ .o~J?~~oll~):o£~rtyL<?r ,fl!lYc,<JQtract0t:(ag~nt) ,th~r~gf J
The closing attorney, mortgage company, and/or the taxpayer are responsible for the correct
assessment.

The closing attorney, mortgage company, and/or the taxpayer are responsible for the timely
documentation (return period; January through March of each year) of changes in ownership
and/or billing address.

D The closing attorney, mortgage company, and/or the taxpayer are responsible for the correct
and timely remittance of tax payments or satisfaction of the tax liability.



HALL COUNTY GOVERNMENT
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

Mr. Philip A. Wilheit
Wilheit Packaging
P.O. Box 111
Gainesville, GA 30503

This letter is written in response to your recent request for a waiver of interest
and penalties on your 2008 property tax bill.

Keith Echols, Tax Commissioner, will present this request to the Hall County
Board or Commissioners during their work session scheduled for Wednesday,
May 27, 2009 at 9:00 a.m. in the Commission Meeting Room on the 2nd Floor
of the Courthouse Annex Building, 116 Spring Street, Gainesville, GA. Any
additional information you may have can be presented to the board during this
meeting.

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have questions or requIre any
additional information regarding this matter. Best regards.

Heather Bennett
Commission Clerk

cc: Keith Echols, Tax Commissioner
Mike Henderson: Chief Real Property Appraiser
Michaela Thompson, Finance Director

POST OFFICE DRAWER 1435

GAINESVILLE, GEORGIA 30503
(770) 535-8288

FAX (770) 531-3972

TOMOUVER

CHAIRMAN

BOBBY BANKS, DISTRICT 1
BILLY POWELL, DISTRICT 2
STEVE GAILEY, DISTRICT 3
ASHLEY BELL, DISTRICT 4

CHARLEY NIX
COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR

PHTL SUTTON
AsSISTANT COUNTY

ADMINISTRATOR

HEATHER BENNETT

COMMISSION CLERK

JESSICA YORK
EXECUTIVE ASSISTANT



CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS

11675 RAINWATER DRIVE

SUITE 425, BUILDING 600

ALPHARETTA, GEORGIA 30004

TEL: 770-752-7677

FAX: 770-752-7622 MEMBERS OF

THE AMERICAN INST1TUTE OF

CERTIFIED PUBL.lC ACCOUNTANTS

GEORGIA SOCIETY OF

CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS

STEPHEN M. CHRISTOPHER. C.P.A.
GERRY O. GROGAN, C.P.A.

Mr. Keith Echols
Hall County Tax Commissioner
P.O. Box 1579
Gainesville, GA 30503

This correspondence is to confirm Iam the accountant charged with the responsibility for
preparing the annual personal property tax returns for the various warehouse locations
since the 2001 inception of Wilheit Packaging, LLC. I prepared tI:.~~92~:E-IallC:.?lll1!¥
P~rs?nal~ropertyt~.re~~~oyvev~r, clue to a famil~ ell1er?~?c)'lIzaS}~lJ~bleto'l
S§mplet(faiId'aeliverlfiereftiril'Urtime- fbrproper·han91,i;IUf15Y·WilheitPackagihg. As a
result, the mailing envelope showed a postmark of March 7, 2009, seven days past the
filing deadline and ultimately resulted in your office assessing a late filing penalty.

We respectfully ask you to remove the $4,021.08 penalty due to situation explained
above and for the additional reasons summarized as follows.

Wilheit Packaging's previous record of compliance and theirreliance on an
independent accountant for compliance with the 2008 filing;

The complexity of the task given the number of warehouse locations, requiring the
coordination of inventory records; and

:······7·:,,·····''>7.···"".,..·,,····._·.·./·7)
The amount of the penalty when considering the return waslvoluntarilyfiledless/

t
•••..•

th·· ······.·.····.·.··.·.···.·.··k.·.·.·.::::A:.'. ···.·.th 1(.••)1'•·•• ..·.·.h·.·.·.··l.s.··o·.· ··.·.··d··l·.··· · '.···.·..·.",·· --L anaweei::l.1ter~)yl¥c ...• ·ealll~E2iJ
C,""- _ .. ,~

Your anticipated cooperatIOn in this ma er IS appreciated. Please feel free to contact me
directly if you should need further information.

~~relY, ~A_'

1e;r6~,6ro;~



HALL COUNTY GOVERNMENT
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

Mr. Philip A. Wilheit
Wilheit Packaging
P.O. Box 111
Gaine~ille, GA 30503

Dear Mr. Wilheit:

Please be advised that in its meeting of May 28,2009, the Hall County Board
of Conunissioners y£teg~3"'~~R~?Je~?~~seq¥~stf,oJ."~~~~ye~J8f,*!~ry§t\and
penalties accrued on properlYtax billn6.2008.:nr990:'"·~··~ ~.._.~.-~_ .

Please contact me or the Tax Commissioners' Office (770.531.6950) if you
have any questions or if any additional information is necessary.
Sincerely,

~~

Heather Bennett
Commission Clerk

cc: Keith Echols, Tax Commissioner
"Mike Henderson, Chief Real Property Appraiser
Michaela Thompson, Finance Director

POST OFFICE DRAWER 1435

GAINESVILLE, GEORGlA 30503
(770) 535-8288

FAX (770) 531-3972

TOMOUVER
CHAIRMAN

BOBBY BANKS, DISTRlCT 1
BILLY POWELL, DISTRlCT 2

STEVE GAILEY, DISTRlCT 3
ASHLEY BELL, DISTRlCT 4

CHARLEY NIX
COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR

PHIL SUTTON
AsSISTANT COUNTY

ADMINlSTRATOR

HEATHER BENNETT
COMMISSION CLERK

JESSICA YORK
ExECUTIVE ASSISTANT



2008 Property Tax Statement
Keith Echols .
Hall County Tax Commissioner
P.O. Box 1579
Gainesville, GA 30503
www.hallcounty.org/depts/taxcomm/

MAKE CHECK OR MONEY ORDER PAYABLE TO:

Hall County Tax Commissioner

WllHEIT PACKAGING llC
1527 MAYDR
GAINESVillE, GA 30507 8464

Map: P2021577
Last payment made on: 12/08/2008
Location:
Payments By Mastercard, Visa, and Discover Accepted.

t
lease fill out information below and return by mail or fax.

mount: $ Expiration Date: _

~

redit Card #: l-
ard Holder Printed Name: _

ard Holder Signature: ------------ =--
Phone Number: _
Note: All credit card payments will be charged a fee of 2.59%.

(1% interest per month will be added if not paid by due date)

~------------------------------------------------
Keith Echols Tax Payer: WILHEIT PACKAGING LLC
Hall County Tax Commissioner Map Code: P2021577 PERSONAL
P.<? Bo~ 1579 Description: INV AND/OR FURN/FIXIMACH/EQUIP
Gainesville, GA 30503 .
www.hallcounty.org/depts/taxcomm/ Location:

. Bill No: 2008-111990
District: 001 HALL COUNTY UNINCORPORATED

Payment by mail is encouraged. However, you may pay taxes at the following 3 locations:
1. North Hall Tag Office, Quillian Corner
2. South Hall Tag Office, College Square Shopping Center
3. Main Office, Downtown Gainesville, Administration Building

All offices are open M - F, 8:00 - 4:30, except for North Hall which closes from 12:30 - 1:30.
There are payment drop boxes located at all locations.

http://www.hallcounty.org/depts/taxcomm/
http://www.hallcounty.org/depts/taxcomm/




2004 Property Tax Statement
Keith Echols
Hall County Tax Commissioner
P.O. Box 1579
Gainesville, GA 30503
wvvw.hallcounty .org/depts/taxcomm/

MAKE CHECK OR MONEY ORDER PAYABLE TO:

Hall County Tax Commissioner

Map: P2021577

Last payment made on: 12103/2004
Location:

Payments By Mastercard, Visa, and Discover Accepted.
Piease fill out information below and return by mail or fax.

WllHEIT PACKAGING llC
1527 MAY DR
GAINESVillE, GA 30507-8464

-
1-,

ard Holder Printed Name: ==
~~
-Phone Number: _

Note: All credit card payments will be charged a fee of 2.59%. i

""""""'"

(1% interest per month will be added if not paid by due date)

~------------------------------------------------
Keith Echols Tax Payer: WILHEIT PACKAGING LLC
Hall County Tax Commissioner Map Code: P2021577 PERSONAL
P.O. Box 1579 Description' INV AND/OR FURN/FIXIMACH/EQUIP
Gainesville, GA 30503 . .
www.hallcounty.org/depts/taxcomm/ LocatIon:

Bill No: 2004-90376
District: 001 HALL COUNTY UNINCORPORATED

Payment by mail is encouraged. However, you may pay taxes at the following 3 locations:
1. North Hall Tag Office, Quillian Corner
2. South Hall Tag Office, College Square Shopping Center
3. Main Office, Downtown Gainesville, Administration Building

All offices are open M - F, 8:00 - 4:30, except for North Hall which closes from 12:30 - 1:30.
There are payment drop boxes located at all locations.

Penalty
Interest

Other Fees
Previous Payments

Back taxes

http://www.hallcounty.org/depts/taxcomm/


Except as otherwise expressly provided by law, taxes owed the state or any
local taxing jurisdiction shall bear interest at
~Rllf~·~tgIIl;·tr;~i;I~t.~.....tr7'5t~1·i~·.9:U~.<lJntilrthe tax
puiposen:Jfthis"Co'de:'section;'any'p;riod of less than one month shall be
considered to be one month. This Code section shall also apply to alcoholic
beverage taxes. (Code 1933, § 91A-239.2, enacted by Ga. L. 1980, p. 10, § 4;
Ga. L. 1980, p. 1759, § 1.)

Cross references. - Penalties for failure
to pay taxes or license fees on alcoholic
beverages, § 3-2-11.

Law reviews. - For article, "Procedure
and Problems in Georgia Ad Valorem Tax
Appeals," see 26 Ga. St. BJ. 98 (1990).

Reference in this Code section to a month
means that period of time from any day of a
month to the same (or nearest) day of the

next succeeding month. 1982 Op. Att'y Gen,
No. U82-19.

The commissioner may waive the collection of any interest, in whole or
part, due the state on any unpaid taxes whenever or to the extent that he
reasonably determines that the delay in payment of the taxes was attribut-
able to the action or inaction of the department. (Ga. L. 1960, p, 990, § 2;
Code 1933, § 91A-238, enacted by Ga. L. 1978, p. 309, § 2; Ga. L. 1982, p.
3, § 48.)

Editor's notes. - In light of the similarity
of the provisions, opinions under Ga. L.
1960, p. 990, § 2 are included in the anno-
tations for this Code section.

Authority where facts undisputed and as-
sessment correct. - There is no provision

authorizing the commissioner to compro-
mise or settle the principal amount of tax in
dispute where there is no dispute as to the
facts and the commissioner finds that the
assessment is correct in all respects. 1969
Op. Att'y Gen. No. 69-30.

Am.Jur. 2d. - 72 Am. Jur. 2d, State and
Local Taxation, § 864.

C.J.S. - 85 CJ.S., Taxation, §§ 1031,
1054.

ALR. - Power to remit, release, or com-
promise tax claim, 28 ALR2d 1425.

All penalties imposed by I
such. The proceedings to c(
penalties imposed, and th(
manner. Any provision of I
under the tax laws of this st:
interest imposed by law. (G:
§ 91A~237, enacted by Ga.

Cited in Bannister v. Douglas (
of Tax Assessors, 219 Ga. App. 68,
29 (1995).

Editor's notes. - In light of th
of the provisions, opinions' un·
1937-38, Ex. Sess., p. 77, § 37 are
the annotations for this Code se,

Construction with other pro
Penalty collected under 0
§ 92-6913 (see § 48-5-299) ShOl
into the county treasury, and re
erty of the county, notwithstand:
tion. 1954-56 Op. Att'y Gen. p. !

Penalties for failure to makE
returns arising under Code 193~

Am. Jur. 2d. - 72 Am. Jur. 2
Local Taxation, § 836.

C.J.S. - 85 CJ.S., Taxatio
1032 et seq.

ALR. - Constitutionality 0

prescribing rate of interest or

The commissioner may
amount due the state as
whenever or to the exten
giving rise to the pen~ty ,
or willful neglect or dIsre
issued pursuant to the law
enacted by Ga. L. 1978, F



Editor's notes. - In light of the similarity
of the provisions, opinions under Ga. L.
1960, p. 990, § 1 are included in the anno-
tations for this Code section.

Grounds for waiving penalty. - There is
no provision authorizing the commissioner

to compromise or settle the principal
amount of tax in dispute where there is no
dispute as to the facts and the commissioner
finds that the assessment is correct in all
respects. 1969 Op. Att'y Gen. No. 69-30.

Am.Jur. 2d. - 72 Am. Jur. 2d, State and
Local Taxation, § 864.

C.].S. - 85 CJ.S., Taxation, §§ 1021 et
seq., 103l.

ALR. - Liability to penalty imposed for

'4B:2M;~~~~tY~~!!'1ti~~~~I?~l~~:~~~!ITe-~r;tur~.orpay ~evenu~~l~,§J
; tnlstforstate; penalty and mterest 1>ll willful fail e' to "pay ad.
~~o"r:e1!!;~i~~c~~~!JQ~~f~p..enL~ties inte ""'~-.,j

failure to pay tax of one who in good faith
contested its validity, 147 ALR 142.

Power to remit, release, or compromise
tax claim, 28 ALR2d 1425.

(a) In any instance in which any person willfully fails to file a report,
return, or other information required by law or willfully fails. to pay the
commissioner any revenue held in trust for the state, he shall pay, in the
absence of a specific statutory civil penalty for the failure, a penalty of 10
percent of the amount of revenue held in trust and not paid on or before
the time prescribed by law, together with interest on the principal amount
at the rate specified in Code Section 48-2-40 from the date the return
should have been filed or the revenue held in trust should have been
remitted until it is paid.

(b) (l) IJ:l~J:lY~~~'~~J:l<:eiJ:l",hi:? anyp~rs~J:l:v!M.~U&lails, on or afterJuly
1, 1981, to,pai:Withip2g~ILqW&;.§I.i~Sii.~'i~;:WlIeI1fI~any ad valorem tax
owed the state or any local government, he shall.e~r' ,in the
specificst~t';ltory civil penalty for the failure, ~:~~~lv
~~;;a.~()gntQf'~~;<i'9:~;~<i;J:l9:~B~id;()J:l9:~·~7f9K~;t,li~h
laW;-"togeth~i='''~i:liTnferest'as'0specified"bf'law:"'Thl~'16 percen t penalty
shall not, however, apply in the case of:

(A) Ad valorem taxes of $500.00 or less on homestead property as
defined in Part 1 of Article 2 of Chapter 5 of this title; or

(B) With respect to tax year 1986 and future tax years, ad valorem
taxes of any amount on homestead property as defined in Part 1 of
Article 2 of Chapter 5 of this title, if the homestead property was during
the tax year acquired by a new owner who did not receive a tax bill for
the tax year and who immediately before acquiring the homestead
property resided outside the State of Georgia and if the taxes are paid
within one year following the due date.

(2) Any city or CaUl
constitutional amendrr:
for failure to pay,an ae
that amount.

(3) With respect tc
commissioner on or
provided for by genl
penalties collected ane

(A) Penalties colI
taxation or for failUJ
the tax commissiollt
paid into the county
the tax is collected a
the property of the

(B) Interest colle
distributed pro rata
total tax on which tb
p. 77, § 38; Code 19
Ga.L. 1980,p. 10,§
§ 1; Ga. L. 1998, p.

The 1998 amendment, ef
1998, added paragraph (3)
(b).

The 1999 amendment, eft:

Cited in Averett v. Troup C
App. 74, 464 S.E.2d 32 (1993

OPINI

Editor's notes. - In light c
of the provisions, opinions
1937-38, Ex. Sess., p. 77, § 38
the annotations for this Codl

Penalty provided in subsec
section is automatic and II:

must be imposed whenever
forth are satisfied. 1981 Op.
81-86.

Penalty and execution fee
If circumstances set forth in e
met, penalty provided by sub;
execution fee provided by §
cumulative in nature. 1982
No. U82-37.

Penalty provided in subsec



)mis~ o.r settle the principal
tax In dIspute where there is no
o the facts and the commissioner
the assessment is correct in all
169 Op. Att'y Gen. No. 69-30.

ay tax of one who in good faith
s validity, 147 ALR 142.
remit, release, or compromise

8 ALR2d 1425.

urn or pay revenue held in
I willful failure to pay ad
Id interest.

fully fails to file a report,
r willfully fails to pay the
state, he shall pay, in the
Ie failure, a penalty of 10
nd not paid on or before
on the principal amount

rom the date the return
trust should have been

lfully fails, on or after July
. due, any ad valorem tax
n pay, in the absence of a
penalty of 10 percent of
~e the time prescribed by
This 10 percent penalty

1 homestead property as
. this title; or

Te tax years, ad valorem
as defined in Part 1 of

:ead property was during
not receive a tax bilI for
:quiring the homestead
'tnd if the taxes are paid

(2) Any city or county authorized as of April 22, 1981, by statute or
constitutional amendment to receive a penalty of greater than 10 percent
for failure to pay an ad valorem tax is authorized to continue to receive
that amount.

(3) With respect to all penalties and interest received by the tax
commissioner on or after July 1, 1998, unless otherwise specifically
provided for by general law, the tax commissioner shall distribute
penalties collected and interest collected or earned as follows:

'·,,".c'F··"7··~'??T··7··~7·F"··T·7F7'7'·7······T·"'··F""·.7,.T"·.•.,,·.• ·.·7.··~····.77.·.F7····~:··,Tyf·..CrJ~0;~;;~~r¥~r8;~1~d·.~~\;i7P~~~%~~~;gN~~j~~4fsfg<lf~~~;.:;,
.,·~~·~·:S~lJ.'11i1i~~B~§r~~~;~~~§·g()ij~~t~d'b~t··i1oi·y~talsbllfser{"shillbe
pafoiiito·the'countytre-asufyritffie same manner and at the same time
the tax is collected and distributed to the county, and they shall remain
the property of the county; and

(B) Interest collected on delinquent ad valorem taxes shall be
distributed pro rata based on each taxing jurisdiction's share of the
total tax on which the interest was computed. (Ga. L, 1937-38, Ex. Sess.,
p. 77, § 38; Code 1933, § 91A-239.l,enacted by Ga. L, 1979, p. 5, § 10;
Ga. L.1980, p. 10, § 3; Ga. L, 1981, p. 1857, § 5; Ga. L, 1986, p. 1322,
§ 1; Ga. L, 1998, p. 1120, § 1; Ga. L,1999, p. 81, § 48.)

The 1998 amendment, effective July 1,
1998, added paragraph (3) of subsection

1999, part of an Act to revise, modernize,
and correct the Code, revised punctuation
in subparagraph (b)(3)(A).

Cited in Averett v. Troup County, 219 Ga.
74,464 S.E.2d 32 (1993).

Editor's notes. - In light of the similarity
of the provisions, opinions under Ga. L.
1937-38, Ex. Sess., p. 77, § 38 are included in
the annotations for this Code section.

Penalty provided in subsection (b) of this
section is automatic and mandatory, and
must be imposed whenever conditions set
forth are satisfied. 1981 Op. Att'y Gen. No.
81-86.

Penalty and execution fee cumulative. -
If circumstances set forth in each section are
met, penalty provided by subsection (b) and
execution fee provided by § 48-5·161 (c) are
cumulative in nature. 1982 Op. Att'y Gen.
No. U82-37.

Penalty provided in subsection (b) of this

section applies to all state and local ad
valorem property taxes, except where origi-
nal tax due is $500.00 or less and is on
homestead property as defined in Art. 2, Ch.
5 of this title. The penalty applies to no other
taxes. 1981 Op. Att'y Gen. No. 81-86.

Applicability of penalty provisions. - The
penalty and fees provided in this section and
§ 48-5-161 would apply to unpaid ad valo-
rem taxes which were assessed in 1981, 1982
and 1983 as follows: When the statutory
prerequisites of this section have been met, a
penalty of 10 percent of the amount of tax
due and not timely paid would apply to ad
valorem taxes which were unpaid after July
1,1981. In addition, a 10 percent execution



authority to IfTy the tax must be wholly
wanting, the money sued for must h;l':e beel~
actually received t;y the defendant, and the
payment of the plain tiff must have been
made upon compulsion, to prevenT the im-

medlate seizure of his goods or the arrest of
his person. and not voluntarily made. 1968
Op. AcCt'\' Gen. No. 68-399 (rendered under
former Codr" ]9')'3. § 92-3812)

Am, Jur. 2d. - 72 Am. Jar. 2d. StaLe and
Local Taxation, § 1073.

C.J.8. -- 20 CJ.S .. Counties, § 234. 84
C.JS., Taxation, § 630 et seq

(a) Upon \vTitten approval by the governing authority of the county in
accordance with subsection (c) of this Code section, the tax collector or tax
commissioner may waive, in whole or in part, the collection of any amount
due the taxing authorities for which taxes are collected, when such amount

the default giving
rise to the penalty was due to re,lso,na cause and not due to gross or
willful neglect or disregard of the law or of regulations or instructions issued
pursuant to the law.

(b) In the case of penalties arising from the failure of the taxpayer to
comply with the terms, conditions, or covenants required ,vith respect to
properties receiving any type of preferential assessment, the tax collector or
tax commissioner shall not be authorized to waive any portion of the
penalty that represents a recovery by the taxing authorities of any amount
by which taxes were reduced as a result of the granting of such preferential
assessment.

(c) The waiver of penalties in accordance with this Code section shall be
subject to the written approval of the county governing authority either on
a case-by-case basis or by a resolution delegating the authority to the tax
collector or tax commissioner to make the final determinations. Such
resolution may establish rules and regulations governing the administration
of this Code section and establish guidelines to be followed by the tax
collector or tax commissioner when granting the penalty waivers. (Code
1981, § 48-5-242, enacted by Ga, L. 1995, p. 361, § 1; Ga. L. 1999, p, 81,
§ 48,)

1999, part
and correct

an Act to re\·ise.
the Code.



Worker's compensation. - Trial court
properly determined that a county could not
provide workers compensation coverage to
Georgia superior court judges, as the judges
were not county employees; counties were
specifically authorized by Ga. Const. 1983,
Art. IX, See. N, Para. I and a.c.GA
§ 48-5-220 to provide workers compensation
to "county officials," such as a sheriff, pur-
suant to a.C.GA § 34-9-1, but judges were
deemed state employees. Freeman v. Barnes,
282 Ga. App. 895, 640 S.E.2d 611 (2006).

Cited in Hay v. Newton County, 246 Ga.
App. 44, 538 S.E.2d 181 (2000).

Specific Purposes Construed

Affirmative action programs. - Where
plaintiffs claimed that defendants violated
this section in connection with the operation

of a county's minority and female business
enterprise program, defendants were enti-
tled to summary jUdgment because the sec-
tion does not prohibit the conduct of which
the plaintiffs complain and there is no au-
thority that allows a private right of action in
cases where the statutory scheme does not
provide for one. Webster v. Fulton County,
44 F. Supp. 2d 1359 (N.D. Ga. 1999). ;

Transcript costs for indigents. - Under
a.c.GA § 17-12-34 of the Georgia Indigent
Defense Act of 2003, the Georgia Public
Defender Standards Council is not required
to pay for indigent defendants' costs of
transcripts in criminal cases; under laws ex-
isting before the Act, counties were required
to pay for such transcripts, and the Act does
not repeal these laws by implication. Ga.
Public Defender Stds. Council v.State of Ga.,
284 Ga. App. 660, 644 S.E.2d 510 (2007).

48-5-239. Mfidavit of illegality by person against whom execution issues.

Cross references. - Refunds of taxes and
license fees by counties and municipalities;
time and manner of filing claims and actions

for refund; authority to approve or disap-
prove claims, § 48-5-380.

48-5-241. Refund or credit of county taxes.

ALR. - Validity and applicability of statu-
tory time limit concerning taxpayer's claim
for state tax refund, 1 ALR6th 1.

Effect of delay in receipt or negotiation of

refund check in determining right to inter-
est under § 6611 of the Internal Revenue
Code (26 USCA § 6611), 145 ALR Fed. 437.

48-5-242. Waiver of penalties,~~~-,"~~~~~!~~~~~~wpaid taxes.

(a) Upon written approval by the governing authority of the county in
accordance with subsection (c) of this Code section, the tax collector or tax
commissioner may waive, in whole or in part, the collection of any amount
due the taxing authorities for which taxes are collected, when such amount
represents a penalty or an amount of interest assessed for failure to comply
with the laws governing the assessment and collection of ad valorem taxes,
when the tax collector or tax commissioner reasonably determines that the
default giving rise to the penalty or interest was due to reasonable cause and
not due to gross or willful neglect or disregard of the law or of regulations
or instructions issued pursuant to the law, and when the interest to be
waived accrues on or after July 1, 2002.

(b) In the case of penalties or interest arising from the failure of the
taxpayer to comply with the terms, conditions, or covenants required with

respect to properties ree
collector or taxcommiss
of the penalty or interest
of any amount by which
such preferential assessn

(c) The waiver of pe
section shall be subject
authority either on a ca
authoritY to the tax co
determinations. Such' re
erning the administratio
be followed by the tax Cr

waivers. (Code 1981, § 4:
1999, p. 81, § 48; Ga. L.

The 2002 amendment, ef£
2002, inserted "or interest" th
Code section; in subsection (a)
an amount of interest", delete
ceding "when the tax" and,

48-5-262. Composition a:J
service system'l

(a) Class I counties s
paragraph (1) of Code Sc

(1) Employing a full

(2) Contracting with
ment; or

(3) Contracting wid:
staff requirement.

(b) Each county other
staff of appraisers, to be
perform the duties set fo
appraisers will be designa.t
Appraiser III, and Appral:

(c) The minimum staff



county's minority and female business
prise program, defendants were enti-
a summary judgment because the sec-
Ioes not prohibit the conduct of which
lain tiffs complain and there is no au-
y that allows a private right of action in
where the statutory scheme does not
:e for one. Webster v. Fulton County,
'upp. 2d 1359 (N.D. Ga. 1999).
IlScript costs for indigents. - Under
~.A.§ 17-12-34 of the Georgia Indigent
se Act of 2003, the Georgia Public
der Standards Council is not required
f for indigent defendants' costs of
ripts in criminal cases; under laws ex-
Jefore the Act, counties were required
for such transcripts, and the Act does
peal these laws' by implication. Ga.
Defender Stds. Council v.State ofGa
l. App. 660, 644 S.E.2d 510 (2007) .. ,

.md; authority to approve or disap-
laims, § 48-5-380.

:heck in determining right to inter-
~r § 6611 of the Internal Revenue
6 USCA § 6611),145 ALR Fed. 437.

on unpaid taxes.

19.authority of the county in
'ctIOn, the tax collector or tax
the collection of any amount
collected, when such amount
lSsessed for failure to comply
Illection of ad valorem taxes
asonably determines that th~
due to reasonable cause and
l of the law or of regulations
nd when the interest to be

iing from the failure of the
or covenants required with

respect to properties receiving any type of preferential assessment, the tax
collector or tax commissioner shall not be authorized to waive any portion
of the penalty or interest that represents a recovery by the taxing authorities
of any amount by which taxes were reduced as a result of the granting of
such preferential assessment.

(c) The waiver of penalties or interest in accordance with this Code
section shall be subject to the written approval of the county governing
authority either on a case-by-case basis or by a resolution delegating the
authority to the tax collector or tax commissioner to make the final
determinations. Such resolution may establish rules and regulations gov-
erning the administration of this Code section and establish guidelines to
be followed by the tax collector or tax commissioner when granting such
waivers. (Code 1981, § 48-5-242, enacted by Ga. L. 1995, p. 361, § 1; Ga. L.
1999, p. 81,§ 48; Ga. L. 2002, p. 614, § 1.)

The 2002 atl}~l}~~l}t"5ffective July 1,
2002, inserted "sr£inteies.~throughout this
Code section; in subsection (a), inserted "or
an amount ofinterest", deleted "and" pre-
ceding "when the tax" and added ", and

when the interest to be waived accrues on or
after July 1, 2002" at the end; and substi-
tuted "granting such" for "granting the
penalty" at the end of subsection (c).

ARTICLE 5

UNIFORNI PROPERTY TAX ADMINISTRATION AND EQUALIZATION

48-5-262. Composition and duties of county appraisal staffs; "county civil
service system" deimed.

(a) Class I counties shall provide for an appraisal staff pursuant to
paragraph (1) of Code Section 48-5-260 by:

(1) Employing a full-time appraiser;

(2) Contracting with a contiguous county to provide the staff require-
ment; or

(3) Contracting with a professional appraisal person to provide the
staff requirement.

(b) Each county other than Class I counties shall employ a minimum
staff of appraisers, to be known as the county property appraisal staff, to
perform the duties set forth in this part. For compensation purposes, the
appraisers will be designated, lowest grade first, as Appraiser I, Appraiser II,
Appraiser III, and Appraiser IV.

(c) The minimum staff requirement for each county shall be as follows:



Important Note: The Tax Commissioner is not responsible for property values nor for tax rates. The Tax Commissioner only bills and collects taxes due.

Filing your return (!)
If you have acquired property, made changes to existing property or need to
file business personal property returns, you should file the appropriate prop-
erty tax return between January 1 and March 1 with the Tax Assessors of-
fice.

Hall County property owners may be eligible for the following exemptions in
addition to the regular homestead exemption:
• Surviving spouse of a veteran, firefighter, or police officer
• Disabled person or veteran
• Partial school tax, age 62, income qualifications
• Full school tax, age 70, no income qualifications
• Senior citizens, age 65, income qualifications
• State tax, age 65, no income qualifications
Application for these exemptions must be made in person at the Tax Asses-
sors office between January 1 and March 1 of the following year. Applica-
tions for the full school tax exemption can be made January 1 to May 1.
Regular homestead exemption can be filed year round, but the exemption
will be applied to the following year if filed after March 1.

Hall County Tax Assessors
300 Henry Ward Way, Suite 203
P.O. Box 2895
Gainesville, GA 30503
Office 770-531-6720
Fax 770-531-3968

Payment information
You can pay your tax bill online at hallcounty.org using an electronic check
draft or credit card and view current year account activity. A fee of $1.99 will
apply to any E-checkJAutomated Clearinghouse (ACH) payment. Conven-
ience fees of 2.59% of the total bill will apply for Discover®, Mastercard®
and Vlsa® payments. These fees are imposed and collected by Elavon Inc.
for the use of the service and do not go to Hall County Government.

If taxes are not paid in full by the due date, interest will be charged at the
rate of 1% per month on the unpaid principal balal1cEl.lft<j!)(esremai.lJun::~~,",

, paidafter 90 days, a 10% penalty will be charged.J().~:G:A;4.8c::?40,.48-2c .. J
'44) Afti3r 90 days has expired, collection proceedings will be instigated by a

"'privati," collection service approved by the Hall County Board of Commis-
sioners.

No
y
one has the authority to relieve penalties sel bylaw. Fail~~e:to'Jeceive a

bill doesnonelieveobligatiorl to pay. Accounts not· paid TrifUll by tile due
date will be billed for additional interest, penalty and cost as applicable.

For further information, please call the Hall County Tax Commissioner's Of-
fice,770-531-6950.

Your tax bill is calculated based on the assessed value of the property (40% of the
appraised value), minus any exemptions, multiplied by the millage rate minus any
credits. A mill equals $1 for every $1 ,000 of net assessed value.

Appraisals are prepared by professional property tax appraisers, who conduct their
work on behalf of the Hall County Board of Assessors. The Board of Assessors in-
cludes five citizens appointed by the Hall County Commission.

The millage rate is determined by the budgets adopted by the county, the board of
education, and cities (if your city levies a property tax). Each of these jurisdictions
sets its budget and millage rate individually and has no authority over the other ju-
risdictions. Some areas also have special tax districts that add to the millage rate.

In June 2009, the Board of Commissioners approved a rate of 24.43
mills in unincorporated Hall County; 16.42 mills (67%) funds operation and mainte-
nance of the county school system; 6.25 mills (26%) goes to the
General Fund to finance county government operations; and 1.51 mills (6%) funds
fire protection. The State of Georgia assesses an additional .25 mill.

The Tax Commissioner is responsible for billing, collecting, and distributing your tax
dollars to the appropriate jurisdictions.

How are property taxes spent in HaJJ?

County Fire
District

Supports
countywidefire
protectonvia
15stations.
Gainesvillepro-
vides its own
fireseNices.

County GeneralFund *
Supportsmanygovem·
mentoperationssuch
as:Courts,Sheriff/Jail,
recreation,EMS,road
maintenanceandotiher
publicseNices.**

State ofGA
Supportsad·
herenceto
statelaws
govemingad
valoremtax
revenues.

Hall County Schools
Providesdirectfunding
foreducationalprograms
at 34schools,including6
highschools,6 middle
schools,21 elementary
and 1eveningschool.

General Fund
Board of Commissioners * .
Sheriff
.Public Safety** ...
Clerk of Courts
Superior Couct
State Court
DislrictAltorney .
Magistrate Court
.Solicitor
Probate Court
Public Defender .
Indigent Defense
Juvenile Court. :
Court Administrator
Treatment Services
Animal Shelter
Elections .
Tax Commissioner
Coroner
Total (General Fund)
Fire District Fund

TOTAL

. FY2010.. . . FY2009
.. ,$33,076,088 ., ".$ 37:743,449, ....~

$ 30,610,824 $ 30,336,424
$11,335,909:, .' .' ,$ 11,723,039 ~~
$ 2,209,362 $ 2,403,307
$ 2,678,986, •.' $3,037289 ..
$ 1,322.220 $ 1,489,063
$1,353,861$1,385,177 .
$ 1,059,212 $ 1,069,898
$ . 936.163.'$. '. 965,662
$ 490,369 $ 492,614
$1,342,729 . $ 1,374;524 '.
$ 957,500 $ 1,091,300
$1,261,829: ,$ . 1,293,978
$ 524,709 $ 694,446
$.. 675,218 New·budgetcategory, deducted from Court Administration

$ 646,930 New budget category, deducted from Agencies
" $ . 530J2\1 .' "$:' 746,68g' '-29.00%

$ 1,547,088 $ 1,765,834 -12.39%
'$ 122,552 $ 116,515 5.18%

$ 92,681,678 $ 97,729,208 -5.16%
$ 15047,331 $ 15,254,303 - 1.36%

$107,729,009 $112,983,511

Millage FY 2010
2.24
2.06
0.76.
0.15
0.18
0.09
0.09
0.07
0.06
0.03
0.09
0.06
0.09
0.04
0,05
0.04
0.04
0.10
0.Q1

6.25
1.51

7.76

0.05
0.11
0.01
6.25
1.51

7.76

CHANGE
-12,37%
0.90%

-3,30%
- 8.07%

.• -11.80%
-11.20%
- 2.26%
-1.00%
-3,05%
~0.46%
-2.31%
-12.26%
-2.48%
-24.44%

2.42
1.94
0.75
0.15
0.19
0.10
0.09
0.07
0,06
0.03
O.mi
0.07
0.08
0.04

~ Boarc:tofCommissiOnersjndudes
Administration, Finance, Purchasing,'
HR, M.I.S .• Planning, 8uiiding Maint •.
nanQe, BuHdingJnspeqtion,.Business
Ucense, Tax Assessor5, Tax Commis-
sioner,-SoU Conservation, County
Agent.and Agencies
-Irlt Public Safety includes Code
farcement, Animal Control, Correc-
tional tnstitufion, Emergency
Medical and Emergency Manage-
ment-Services



--- On Wed, 3/17110, Heather Bennett (Administration)-<hb~tes@hallcounry.org>\VfOte:--~---~

From: Heather Bennett (Administration) <hbates@hallcounty.org>
Subject: Open Records Request
To: "'PAUL BARNES'" <pau12213@bellsouth.net>
Date: Wednesday, March 17,2010,3:57 PM



Sent: Saturday, March 13,20107:37 PM
To: Heather Bennett (Administration)
Subject: Fw: Open Records Request

1. The specific statutory authority that allowed the Hall County Commission,in their meeting of
January 14,2010 , to grant a waiver to Z F Industries on the 10% late filing penalty mandated by
OCGA 48-5-299.

2. The specific statutory authority that allowed the Hall County Commission,in their meeting of
May 28,2009, to grant a waiver to Wilheit Packaging LLC on the 10% late filing penalty
mandated by OCGA 48-5-299.


