
320 TEXT MESSAGES SENT TO THOMAS D
OLIVER FROM FORMER COMMISSION
CLERK SMALLWOOD MOBILE PHONE
LEAVES MANY UNANSWERED QUESTIONS!

GENEROUS SEVERANCE PACKAGE TO
MICHELLE SMALLWOOD AND DEBORAH
MOCKUS IS TROUBLING AS WELL!!!

A review of Hall County telephone records revealed 320 text messages were sent to Tom Oliver
over a 49 day time period from a mobile phone issued to former Commission Clerk, Michelle
Smallwood just before her resignation. The actual text is not available for these calls according to
Hall County. It is certainly interesting these calls suddenly started in volume during August of
2007 and suddenly stopped in October of2007. It is also interesting that Michelle Smallwood,
Commission Clerk, ceased reporting Commission minutes after 09-27-2007 although employed
as Commission Clerk through 12-31-2007. Records show Deputy Commission Clerk, Heather
Bates (now Heather Bennett) started reporting minutes on 10-11-2007. Why would Michelle
Smallwood leave a job that paid over $62,000.00 a year? Where was Michelle Smallwood from
09-27-2007 through 12-31-2007 which was her last day of employment according to her
personnel records? What was her duties during this time? Where was her work station? Why was
Michelle Smallwood given a very generous severance pay agreement for six months salary
amounting to over $30,000.00 by Jim Shuler, former County Administrator? Why was Deborah
Mockus, former Parks and Leisure Services Director, given a very generous severance package of
six months pay amounting to over $47,000.00? What was going on here? Were each of these
ladies forced out and given very generous severance awards for them to depart and remain silent?
What part did Thomas D Oliver play in these departures? Many questions remain unanswered!!!
A listing of the date each message was sent as well as the time of each message is included for
taxpayer review.

Paul S. Barnes, President
Hall County Citizens For Efficient Government
POBox 5322
Gainesville, Ga 30504
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